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SLAVERY PROPAGANDA DURING THE MEXICAN WAR 
JoHN D. P. FULLER 


It is a well known fact that the slavery question was intimately 
connected with the issues presented by the Mexican War, partic- 
ularly as regards the status of any territory which the United 
States might acquire as a result of that conflict. It is not here 
proposed to enter into a discussion of the whole controversy. The 
subject is much too broad and has already been extensively treated. 
There is one phase of the story, however, which has received little 
attention in accounts of the period; that is, the effort made by 
northern expansionists to overcome the effects of the so-called 
Wilmot Proviso. When Representative David Wilmot of Penn- 
sylvania, in August, 1846, proposed to exclude slavery from any 
territory which might be acquired from Mexico, there was re- 
opened a controversy which was not finally adjourned until after 
the Civil War, some two decades later. Of more immediate con- 
cern to the expansionists of 1846 was the fact that the slavery issue 
tended to array North against South, to disrupt the party com- 
mitted to expansion in the face of a unified opposition, and thus 
to wreck the plans of the advocates of empire. Confronted with 
this alarming situation the expansionists of the North determined 
to aid the South in her efforts to get rid of «ae Wilmot Proviso. 
Accordingly there began a campaign of propaganda in the free 
states which was designed to convince the public that the interests 
of slavery and southwestward expansion were not identical. Hence 
the Wilmot Proviso would not serve any useful purpose and might 


| 
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prevent the acquisition of territory which would be free in any 
event. It is hoped that a survey of this attempt to manipulate 
public opinion will throw additional light on the connection between 
slavery and expansion during the period of the Mexican War. 

Even before the annexation of Texas there could be heard voices 
here and there which proclaimed that the anti-slavery forces had 
nothing to fear from expansion at the expense of Mexico. These 
pronouncements came in connection with discussions on annexa- 
tion. While the question was still pending, General Thomas J. 
Green, a prominent Texan, expressed himself on the subject. While 
Green was an ardent supporter of slavery and made no apologies 
for the institution, he confessed that the day would probably come 
within a generation when “either from individual interest or public 
policy, the white and black man can no longer occupy the same 
soil.” The general undertook to show that by annexing Texas and 
other portions of Mexico there would be secured an ideal location 
for establishing the presumably freed negroes when it became 
necessary to remove them from the settled portions of the United 
States.1 It may be contended that Green was merely trying to 
reconcile the anti-slavery element in the United States to the idea 
of expansion. This is probably true enough. Yet at the same time 
there was advanced a similar argument in Congress by a member 
from a free state. Discussing the effect of the annexation of 
Texas, Robert Dale Owen of Indiana, informed the House of 
Representatives on January 8, 1845, that expansion would tend to 
remove large numbers of slaves from the border states and aid in 
effecting “peaceful and gradual emancipation” in all the states." 
W. T. Sherman, who certainly did not support the extension of 
slavery and therefore cannot be accused of insincerity, was con- 
vinced that the annexation of Texas would prove injurious to the 
interests of slaveholders.* If that were true, further expansion 
would be even more disastrous in its effects on the slavocracy. 

It must not be supposed that the views expressed by such men 
as Green, Owen, and Sherman found general acceptance in the 
United States. On the contrary, one may assert with a reasonable 


*Thomas J. Green, Journal of the Texian Expedition against Mier 
(New York, 1845), 412, 418, 433. 

*Congressional Globe (Washington, 1834-1873), XIV (and appendix), 


‘W. T. Sherman to John Sherman, August 29, 1845, Sherman Letters 
(New York, 1894), 28. 
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degree of assurance that an overwhelming majority of people who 
had any opinion on the subject thought that southwestward ex- 
pansion meant an increase in the strength of slavery and slave- 
holders. Therefore, when Wilmot introduced his firebrand into 
Congress the issue seemed to be a real one. A perusal of con- 
temporary newspapers, debates in Congress, and private corre- 
spondence reveals the earnestness and sincerity of most of the 
disputants of 1846. 

It must have appeared to any expansionist who surveyed the 
scene during the early months of the war that something would 
have to be done about the slavery issue. Southerners, both Demo- 
crats and Whigs, could be relied upon to fight the principles of 
the Wilmot Proviso. But their opposition was to be expected and 
could have little effect on opinion at the North. Was there not 
some way to sidetrack the issue until Mexico had made the desired 
cessions of territory? If the northern Democracy could be per- 
suaded to waive the question, at least for the time, the threatened 
breach in the Democratic party might be closed. But how could 
such a feat be accomplished? Would it not be possible to demon- 
strate to the satisfaction of the public that the Wilmot Proviso 
was not in accord with the aims of the opponents of slavery? This 
line of reasoning must have exerted considerable influence at the 
North, for from the first appearance of the question as a serious 
problem there appeared evidences of a sustained attempt to counter- 
act its influence. 

The contentions of most of those who opposed the Wilmot Proviso 
at the North were based on the assumption that any territory taken 
from Mexico would probably be free, or at least that such annexa- 
tions would tend to weaken slavery. There were some, however, 
who contended that from a legal point of view Congress was merely 
wasting time arguing about slavery. Thus John Quincy Adams 
asserted that slavery could only be established in territory con- 
quered from Mexico by the treaty of cession. He would, therefore, 
not insist that Congress sanction the proposal of Wilmot, although 
it met with his approval. The anti-slavery National Hra contended 
that the United States government did not have “constitutional 
power to establish slavery in the free territory acquired from 
Mexico.”* Much the same idea was advanced by Judge McLean 


‘Congressional Globe, XV, 1216. 
*National Bra (Washington), January 14, 1847. 
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of Ohio, when he announced that neither Congress nor the treaty- 
making authorities could introduce the South’s “peculiar institu- 
tion’ into the proposed territorial conquests." Robert Dale Owen 
was convinced that slavery must be imposed on California by posi- 
tive law or it would not exist there at all. “And if so,” said he, “no 
Missouri Compromise is necessary to exclude it from territories 
north of thirty-six and a half, nor any Wilmot Proviso to shut it 
out south of that parallel.”* From these statements it is obvious 
that the anti-slavery northerner was supposed to conclude that he 
need not be greatly concerned about the fate of the Wilmot Proviso. 

But it does not appear that these arguments based on legal 
considerations had very much effect on northern public opinion. — It 
was doubtless recognized that mere illegality might not be a suffi- 
cient deterrent to the spread of slavery. Moreover, the question 
of the power or lack of power of Congress in the premises was by 
no means settled. Leading men at the South were beginning to 
meet their northern opponents with assertions that neither Congress, 
nor a territorial legislature, nor even the inhabitants of the territory 
had any right to prohibit or abolish slavery in territories of the 
United States.* If the southerners were correct there was no legal 

5 
method of preventing the advance of slavery into the territories. 
From the anti-slavery point of view southern claims should not be 
allowed to go unchallenged. All the more reason to join battle in 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso. Having thus failed to make out a 
convincing case for removing the slavery question from the halls 
of Congress on legal grounds, northern propagandists then en- 
deavored to show that, on account of natural conditions and without 
any legal restrictions as to slavery, expansion toward the Southwest 
could not benefit slaveholders, 

Arguments used to prove the point were many and various. It 

“Detroit Free Press, January 17, 1848. McLean was an associate jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court and a Whig aspirant for the Presidency. 

"Robert Dale Owen, “Slavery Extension Question,’ Princeton Clarion 
(Indiana), copy dated September 9, 1847, Van Buren MSS., Library of 
Congress. 

‘For opinions of Calhoun of South Carolina, Bagby of Alabama, and 
Yulee of Florida, see Congressional Globe, XVI (and appendix), 455; 
XVIT, 261, 350. There was at least one notable southern exception to 
this viewpoint. John A. Campbell of Alabama concluded that Congress 
could prohibit slavery in territories of the United States. Campbell 
to Calhoun, March 1, 1848. Chauncey 8. Boucher and Robert P. Brooks 
(eds.), Correspondence Addressed to Calhoun, in Am. Hist. Assoc., An- 
nual Report, 1929, 431. 
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was maintained in some quarters that slavery for economic reasons 
was slowly passing away from its accustomed haunts and that the 
annexation of Mexican territory could only serve to hasten the 
process. The New Englander, published at New Haven and ex- 
tremely hostile to slavery, insisted that there were signs which 
indicated that slavery in the South was not to be a permanent 
institution. Rapid expansion of cotton production would soon 
overtake the demand and then the economic basis of slavery 
would be undermined. Coming directly to the point, the editor 
declared : 


no matter what new domains may be acquired by conquest or by 
any other process of annexation, for the extension of slavery— no 
matter what new markets for human cattle may be opened beyond 
the Rio Grande or upon the shore of the Pacifie— the value of 
slave labor, and therefore of slaves, will be diminished, and that 
which has so long been the sustenance and growth of slavery will 
be taken away.” 


Thomas George, in a published article, called on the opponents of 
slavery to cease lending their support to the Wilmot Proviso, which 
was not only unconstitutional but if adopted would be fatal to the 
chief end of the anti-slavery cohorts. George argued that slaves 
were steadily retreating southward. In a few years Virginia and 
some other states would be free. “But close the avenues of egress, 
and the effect will be like that produced by checking the perspira- 
tions of the human body . . .”'° One of the most outspoken 
expansionist organs at the North took up the cudgels in defense of 
the same theory."* From other sources came like pronouncements.'* 
In other words it would behoove the defenders of the Wilmot Proviso 
to surrender immediately since victory in 1847 really meant defeat 
for their ultimate purpose. 

Those who did not desire to see any increase in the area of 
slavery, regardless of the ultimate effect on the institution, were 


"New Englander, V, 317-318 (April, 1847). 

w<Sectional Rights under the Constitution,’ Democratic Review, XXI, 
103-106. (September, 1847.) 

“'Vew York Herald, October 17, 1847. 

“For example, see letter of Foster Hooper, Democratic candidate for 
Congress from Massachusetts, Boston Post, November 4, 1846; H. B. 
Aulting to A. J. Donelson, March 29, 1847, Donelson MSS., (Library of 
Congress); Byrdsall to Calhoun, November 12, 1847, Correspondence Ad- 
dressed to Calhoun, 410, as cited in note 8. 
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not neglected in the campaign of public education. For their 
benefit there was supplied an abundance of propaganda to prove 
that slavery would never be established in any territory which 
Mexico might cede to the United States. Representative papers 
like the New York Herald, the Boston Post, the Philadelphia 
Ledger, the Illinois State Register, the St. Louis Reveille, and the 
National Era joined the chorus.** One powerful organ of public 
opinion admitted that slavery might be introduced into the terri- 
tory in question “but from the nature of things” contended that it 
was “very improbable that a single slave would ever be transported 
there, were the North even willing to countenance it.”"* There 
was no doubt at all about the matter in the mind of another editor 
who asserted that “free labor must, from necessity, occupy Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico.” Slavery could not “live along side of it, 
restriction or no restriction . . .” Other stories had it that 
California and the rest of Mexico already contained a population 
intensely hostile to slavery and a multitude of Indians whose labor 
was cheaper than that of the negroes. Moreover, it was maintained 
that Mexican soil was not suited to slave labor.‘® If the public 
mind should become sufficiently accustomed to such ideas, the 
Wilmot Proviso could be very easily brushed aside. 

Northern propagandists were not without support from the 
South, for many prominent southerners, Democrats and Whigs, 
expressed their conviction that the Mexican War would probably 
add free territory to the Union. Among the Democrats, President 
Polk and A. J. Donelson took that attitude.” John A. Campbell 
concluded that Mexican territory was “wholly unfit for a negro 
population” and would probably enter the Union without slavery. 
Even if he were in error on this point, Campbell thought that the 
nonslaveholding states would be the largest beneficiaries.1% ‘“Pub- 


*New York Herald, January 11, 20, 1847; Boston Post, February 15, 
1847; Philadelphia Ledger, quoted by the Nashville Union, October 6, 
1847; Illinois State Register, October 8, November 26, 1847; St. Louis 
Reveille, quoted ibid. November 26, 1847; National Hra, February 3, 1848. 

“New York Herald, January 20, 1847. 

*Boston Post, February 15, 1847. 

*St. Louis Reveille, quoted by Illinois State Register, November 26, 
1847; National Era, February 3, 1848. 

“Justin H. Smith, The War with Mewico (New York, 1919), I, 188; 
Eugene I. McCormac, James K. Polk (Berkeley, 1922), 618-619. 

*Campbell to Calhoun, November 20, 1847, J. Franklin Jameson (ed.), Cal- 
houn Correspondence, Am. Hist. Assoc., Annual Report, 1899, II, 1140-1142. 
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licola,” writing from Mississippi, suggested that the western terri- 
tories might serve as an outlet “through which the race of slaves 
will ultimately disappear from the continent.”?* For the Whigs, 
Senator Berrien of Georgia, and Waddy Thompson of South Caro- 
lina, asserted that no slaveholding states could be formed west of 
the Rio Grande.*° Thompson was considered quite an authority 
on things Mexican. Consequently many people listened when he 
said: “I do not express an opinion lightly formed, but one upon 
which I would stake my existence, that, whether the principle of 
the Wilmot Proviso be enacted by Congress or not, slavery never 
will exist in any state which may be hereafter formed west of the 
Rio Grande.”** Said the Richmond Whig: “For one, we do not 
hesitate to say that it is safer for the South that all that region 
washed by the Rio Grande should be in the possession of a foreign 
power, than that it should be converted into non-slaveholding states 
of this confederacy, as all the signs of the times indicate that it 
will be, if wrested from Mexico.”*? Southern propaganda was 
intended not so much to defeat the Wilmot Proviso as to create a 
sentiment at the South which would frown on expansion on account 
of its supposed adverse effect on slavery. Southern statements 
were immediately seized upon and given wide publicity at the 
North as further evidence that the Wilmot Proviso should be 
banished from the national councils. 

But from other quarters, especially among northern Whigs, there 
continued a vigorous support of the Wilmot Proviso and a sus- 
tained opposition to the Mexican War on the grounds that it was 
designed to extend slavery. To overcome the effect of this opposi- 
tion the expansionists charged the Whigs and other supporters 
of the Proviso with partisanship, insincerity and trickery. Said 
the Boston Post: 


The cant about slavery in the territory to be acquired is not sincere. 
Mr. Berrien, senator from a slave state, offered a resolution in the 
U. 8. Senate against the acquisition of any territory from Mexico, 
because he was satisfied slavery never could exist in any such terri- 
tory. Mr. Johnson, another senator from a slave state, sustained 
Mr. Berrien’s proposition, because, he said, every foot of territory 


“Southern Literary Messenger, XIII, 431 (July, 1847). 

“Congressional Globe, XVI (and appendix), 330; Boston Post, Novem- 
ber 19, 1847. 
“Boston Post, November 19, 1847. 
“Quoted, ibid. 
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acquired from Mexico must INEVITABLY be free territory. 
Therefore we believe that the Wilmot Proviso was not intended to 
guard the interests of the free states, or to sustain the principle of 
freedom; but to throw a firebrand into the national councils—to 
aid political tricksters to form sectional parties.** 


The Detroit Free Press branded as false the statement that the 
Whigs were opposed to territory only because it might be open to 
slavery. In support of his contention the editor reminded his 
public that northern and western Whigs had also opposed the acqui- 
sition of all the Oregon territory which admittedly would have 
been free.** At least one southern newspaper took the same view. 
The editor of the New Orleans Picayune thought that there was 
nothing to “command fear or respect” about the Wilmot Proviso. 
The advocates of the Proviso did not want any territory and there- 
fore they had injected the slavery issue into Congressional dis- 
cussions in order to prevent expansion.”* In short, the public was 
informed that the advocates of Wilmot’s proposition were using 
the slavery issue to cover up other reasons for opposition to terri- 
torial acquisitions. 

Toward the close of 1847, leading Democratic politicians at the 
North joined in the clamor against the Wilmot Proviso. The 
presidential campaign of 1848 was approaching and it was neces- 
sary that would-be presidential candidates make some sort of a 
statement, if possible, which would not tear down their political 
fences. Secretary of State, James Buchanan, and Senator Lewis 
Cass both denounced the slavery agitation but were careful to point 
out that economic conditions did not point to the existence ot 
slavery in Mexican territory.** In a speech at Pittsburg on Sep- 
tember 29, 1847, concerning slavery and the Wilmot Proviso, Vice- 
President Dallas declared : 


The very best thing which can be done, when all is said upon the 
subject that may be said, will be to let it alone entirely—leaving 
to the people of the territory to be acquired the business of settling 
the matter for themselves; for where slavery has no existence, all 


March 13, 1847. 

*March 22, 1847. 

“January 14, 1848. 

“Cass to A. O. P. Nicholson, December 29, 1847; Niles’ Register, 
LXNIIT (1847-1848), 293. Buchanan’s sentiments were expressed in a 
letter dated August 25, 1847, and published in the Richmond Enquirer, 
September 3, 1847. 
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the legislation of Congress would be powerless to give it existence ; 
and where we find it to exist, the people of the country have them- 
selves adopted the institution; they have the right alone to deter- 
mine their own institutions, and as the matter so exists elsewhere, 
they are not to be condemned for its existence.** 


Thus to Dallas goes the credit or discredit, depending on the point 
of view, of having been one of the first to propose the doctrine later 
taken up by Cass and others of “popular” or “squatter sovereignty.” 
By condemning the Wilmot Proviso and supporting “popular 
sovereignty” the Vice-President was indirectly advising northern 
Democrats to cease their agitation and leave the question to the 
people of the territory who would themselves exclude slavery. To 
the same effect was a toast of the Secretary of the Treasury, Robert 
J. Walker, at a Washington gathering in January, 1848: 


No state by legislation, past or prospective, nor Congress, by resolu- 
tions and enactments, direct or declaratory, can force the peculiar 
local institutions of any state, north or south, into such Territories 
[annexed or conquered |, against the will of their people, in viola- 
tion of prior existing laws, and the fundamental principle of self- 
government.** 


It was a recognition of the fact that “popular sovereignty” meant 
free territory*® which induced southerners to declare that Congress 
must protect their property in the territories and that neither the 
people nor a territorial legislature could banish slavery. When 
politicians like Cass, Buchanan, and Dallas were ready to publicly 
propose giving up the attempt to keep slavery out of territorial 
conquests by an act of Congress, one may be sure that in their 
opinion large numbers of Democratic voters at the North were in 
sympathy with these views. Astute politicians generally follow 
behind instead of marching in advance of public opinion. It is 
much safer. 

How much effect the propagandists had on contemporary opinion 
would be difficult to ascertain with any degree of certainty. Yet 

“Richmond Enquirer, September 29, 1847. 

“Detroit Free Press, January 31, 1848. Although Walker was an in- 
habitant of Mississippi in 1848, he was a native of Pennsylvania and 
was never identified with the pro-slavery forces. See H. Donaldson Jor- 
dan, “A Politician of Expansion: Robert J. Walker,” in Mississippi Val- 
ley Historical Review, XIX (1932), 362, 377-379. 

“For instance a South Carolina newspaper contended that the doctrine 


of “popular sovereignty” was in effect the same proposition advanced by 
Wilmot. Charleston Mercury, January 17, 1848. 
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some general observations may well be made. First of all it is a 
fact that the Wilmot Proviso was not enacted into law and that 
Mexico ceded large areas of her territory to the United States 
without any legal restrictions as to slavery. It does not seem 
likely that the House of Representatives, in which the free states 
had a majority, would have ever surrendered had public opinion 
at the North remained as it was at the beginning of hostilities. 
The change in the popular attitude must be attributed in a large 
measure to the campaign of publicity inaugurated by northern 
expansionists. Furthermore it was the defeat of the Wilmot 
Proviso which made possible the development of a demand for the 
absorption of all Mexico which appeared during the last few months 
of the war. Some of the abolitionists finally lent their support to 
the expansionists, in the belief that their arch-enemy, slavery, 
would be weakened thereby.*° The growing belief that Mexican 
territory was destined to be free also makes understandable the lip- 
service rendered to the doctrine of “popular sovereignty” by north- 
ern and northwestern politicians and the southern attack on that 
doctrine. In addition it may be said that the Compromise of 1850 
was in a large measure the creature of the northern propagandists 
of 1846-1848. In the Southeast there emerged in 1847 and 1848 
a strong undercurrent of opposition to expansion because, there, 
too, it was beginning to be suspected that the South’s peculiar 
institution could scarcely survive the annexation of any consider- 
able portion of Mexico’s territory. Verily, the prophets had done 
their work almost too well. 

It would seem, then, to summarize, that as soon as it became 
evident that the Wilmot Proviso was a powerful deterrent to the 
forces of expansion, there began an attempt on the part of northern 
expansionists to remove the slavery issue at least temporarily from 
the field of current politics. The apostles of empire almost over- 
reached themselves, for while a sentiment in favor of expansion 
without insisting upon the Wilmot Proviso was created at the 
North, in certain quarters at the South there was created at the 
same time an opposition to expansion under any conditions. Al- 
though most of the northern exhorters were opposed to the ex- 


“On this subject, see John D. P. Fuller, “The Slavery Question and 
the Movement to Acquire Mexico, 1846-1848,” in Mississippi Valley His- 
torical Review, XXI (1934), 31-48. 
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tension of slavery,** they were above all interested in imperialistic 
schemes. The sincerity of some of them is open to question for 
not a great deal was known about the territory involved. When it 
was asserted with so much assurance and vehemence that the an- 
nexation of Mexican territory would weaken the institution of 
slavery, one suspects that the expansionists were frantically grasp- 
ing for any argument, whether sound or not, which would support 
their case. Be that as it may, the results of their efforts seem to 
make necessary a thoroughgoing revision of the traditional ideas 
as to the parts played by the pro-slavery and anti-slavery elements 
in the attempt to seize Mexican territory after the annexation of 
Texas. 


‘For instance the most powerful paper in the State of Illinois de- 
clared: ‘‘We are aware that a majority of the people of Illinois are 
opposed to the extension of slavery in the territory we may acquire from 
Mexico; but we deny that they are in favor of weighing down the war 
measures of the government with collateral questions and exciting sec- 
tional issues.” Illinois State Register, March 26, 1847. 
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LETTERS OF THE “DAWSON MEN” FROM PEROTE 
PRISON, MEXICO, 1842-1843 


Epitrep sy L. U. SPELLMANN 


The letters here published for the first time constitute the 
largest (almost the only) existing correspondence from that little 
group of Texas heroes who survived the “Dawson Massacre” of 
September 18, 1842, only to spend weary years as prisoners of war 
in Mexico. They were Fayette County men for the most part, who 
assembled hastily when the word came that the Mexican General 
Woll had captured San Antonio. Gathering a few men as they 
went, they rode swiftly to join Caldwell who had set out from 
Gonzales with a company of men. In forty-eight hours they were 
on the Salado a hundred miles away, and, having failed to connect 
with Caldwell, they engaged a detachment of Woll’s cavalry under 
Colonel Corasco. Only 53 in number, and with badly jaded horses, 
the chance of victory they might have had vanished utterly with 
the arrival of 250 additional Mexican cavalry, bringing two cannon. 
Dawson undertook to surrender, but some of his men were slow 
to cease firing and the Mexicans, who had partially ceased, began 
again. This see-saw quickly developed into relentless and bloody 
strife. Thirty-five of the Texans were killed, Henry Gonsolvo 
Woods, Alsey Miller and perhaps one other escaped and fifteen, all 
more or less badly wounded, were taken prisoners. In different 
groups according to their ability to travel, and after several 
attempts to escape in which two were drowned and one killed by a 
Mexican guard, the survivors eventually arrived in the moat- 
surrounded Castle of Perote. 

Texans of today owe a debt of gratitude to Houston Wade, 
Fayette County historian, for collecting the names of the fifty-two 
men who rode with Dawson, rescuing some of these names from 
near oblivion, and for compiling a brief sketch of their lives in a 
booklet called, “The Dawson Men of Fayette County.” The letters 
published with this article make a valuable supplement to the 
story Wade and others have told. Treasured by H. G. Woods, who 
escaped the “Massacre,” and to whom most of the letters were 
addressed, and especially by my great-grandmother, Jane Wells 
Woods, wife of Norman Woods, Perote prisoner, they have been 
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kept in the family and are now in the possession of Mr. D. C. Glimp 
of Lometa, Texas, who recently loaned them to the Library of The 
University of Texas to be copied and placed at the use of the public. 
Broken and faded, they were painstakingly deciphered by the 
University Archivist, Mrs. Mattie Austin Hatcher, and Mrs. Inez 
Glimp Boyce, with an occasional aid from this writer. 

Taken in chronological order the first six of these letters, includ- 
ing one fragment, were written by Richard A. Barkley. His father 
and a brother were killed in the “Massacre” and another brother 
had fallen with Fannin at Goliad six years before. It is easy to 
account for his extreme feeling and for the fact that he was a hard 
man for the Mexican guards to handle. 

The first letter is unsigned but the handwriting and the direct 
continuity with the second letter indicates Barkley as the author. 
On the outer fold the letter is addressed to H. G. Woods, William 
Harrell, Woods Prairie, Fayette County, Texas.—L, U. Spellmann. 


I 
Perote Mar 22,—1843—* 


To My frends 
Robinsons and Woodses Harrell Willsons & others 

Sirs— Having a shure chance of gueting a letter conveyed to 
you I rite vou a few lines— sence I last adressed you things has 
changed mutch— In my last letter I told you of a Mr. Roberson 
that had binn set at liberty & sent to Texas & for what purpose I 
could not tell— I have some good news & some bad— On last 
Suday Mr. Maverick-Hutcherson— & Will E. Jones had their 
chanes taken off and was ordered to Mexico— they started a few 
moments signce we wate there return with great anxiety—we 
expect to be liberated on their return which will be some 11 days 
On last Monday the two Riddles, & Ofealen was set at liberty they 
claimed British Protection they will leave here in a day or two 
for Texas I send this by them— Dr. Booker of Bexar was shot 


‘The reader will bear in mind that along with the Dawson prisoners 
were the Mier prisoners (those who had drawn the white beans) and 
also those captured by Woll in Bexar (San Antonio). Of the men named 
in this letter, Robinson, Maverick, Hutcheson, Jones, O’Phelan, the two 
Riddles, Booker and Jackson were all Bexar men. Fisher, Eastland and 
Cox were officers in the Mier Expedition. “Jo” (Robinson), Trimble, 
Norman (Woods) and Milvern (Harrell) were Dawson men, the latter 
two having been delayed by wounds. 
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last Sunday by a Mexican soldier some think by a axadent but I 
had as soon think dune on perpose as not— he dide last nite they 
are not bering [burying] him on the dich that encloses this 
Prison— to die in prison in chanes & on a blanket & by the hand 
of a rufian is two hard. General Victoria the first Presadent of 
Mexico dide here yestody of an old lingering deseaze— he was the 
most ablast man Mexico ever produced— Jo has returned from 
the Hospital he is gueting as fat as a hog in Pecon time he is in 
fine health & good spirits he things he will see you shortly I 
have used all the means in my power to hear from Norman and 
Millvern but not one word can I hear—Col. Fisher and his officers 
will be here in a few days I expect to here a good deal when I see 
them Eastland and Cox is with them I think I would like to 
see them before I fienish riting but we cant tell at what hour the 
Riddles may start— I have rote to some half doz letters but I cant 
tell whether you receaved them or not I wish you to do the best 
you can with Pars & my things and do all for Mother and the 
chilldren if Mar wants money Kenady owes me near $20— 
Odanels $4— Mrs. Karnee—$8— J Brookshire— $4— & old Faith 
as mutch as he says—Grasmeyer owed Par something I cant tell 
Gon can tell and Jack Smith $3 or $4 I cant tell I have a good 
deal but I cant tell who owes me now——I think I wont guet back 
before Fall as I expect to go up the Mississippi and work this 
summer it is to late to do anything in Texas until Fall iff my 
hogs and cattle are ther at this time they will stay until Fall— I 
want a gun and horse as soon as I[ earn them I will be back I 
will write you from New Orleans by Joe—we are all in good 
health except a man by the name of Jackson he [ think will not 
live the rest of us to a man is fine and fat we eat but little 
sleep here and work some just a nouf to be healthy—I gave Mr 
Maverick a letter of instructions what to do concerning Norman 
and Milvern ther names and where I thought they was left— I will 
wate until Riddle starts before I close 

[On margin]: Remember Tremble to his wife and family he is 
in fine health and as fat as a hog in a good mast year. 
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II 


Perote Mar. 25 1843? 
My frends— 

Col Fisher and his party has just arrived here Milvern is with 
them Norman was left at San Louis being slightly sick he will 
be on here the first opertunity Dick Kean came allso Eastland 
and Cox was with the party that broak and was retaken Milvern 


. . . use of his two . . . by a word he res . . . has 
got well of . . . McCray was . . . Milvern and them 
. . from Precedea to . . . seightatd . . . attempt 


to swim the river . . . drowned Milvern reached a 
large rock ther[e] rested he could not reach the E. bank he 
returned to the same side went to the Ranch and there stoped, the 
soldiers there retook him he has good health—with the exception 
of a slight desentry and I cant guet a chanse to ask him two ques- 
tions at a time the other man that was wounded was killed in 
atemping to make his escape when the Mier men broke I under- 
stand the hole of the Mier men has binn retaken if we are not set 
at liberty on the return of Maverick and Jones from Mexico I will 
rite you again Riddle is wating for my letter Milvern would 
rite if he had time Our best love for every Body 

R. A. Barkly 

[ Rubic | 

Il 


aprile 10— 1843* 
Castle of Perote and a Strange [land] 


My frends 
Woodses— Harrell— Robinsons— Willson Kenady— Brooksher 


and others— 

Things having taken a change I agane adress you— having a[n] 
apertunity to send a leter by a Mr— Riece— one of the mier 
Prisners that has binn released by Ampottio [Ampudia| and 


‘Letter No. 2 has a fragment missing but we understand the mutilated 
page as referring to that incident in which McCray (also called Me- 
Cleary), Harrell and Patteson attempted to escape by swimming the 
Rio Grande. Both Patteson and McCray were drowned and Harrell 
barely escaped to the Mexican side, where he was captured. 

“Letter No. 3 is not signed, but the handwriting is that of Barkley, as 
is also that of the fragment following. In all probability the fragment 
is a part of this letter. 
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acompanied them to the City of Mexico he has not arived here 
yet but is expected on to morow eavening on the stage as I wrote 
to you by Mr. Maverick in that [epistle] [we?] ware all well. Mr. 
Maverick and his two companions left [here] on last Monday 
eavening— his release I fear has ch[anged] times to follow as 
respects us— the eavening he disapeared the Mexicans becoming 
more enraged placed a double guard over us The next day ex- 
amoned our chanes and finding some of them or all I might say in 
rather a bad state of repare they ordered us to the shop ther they 
welded or stuck together our chanes and riveted them fast to our 
legs This did but little good before the last was fast the first 
was loos This enraged them mutch but hell is yet to pay the 
same eavening 8 of our boys were sent to town for bread id [ ?] 
(illegible) . . . and a trunk of clothing sent to Col Fisher 
and his men the next [day] the bunch returned Milvern was one 
they left Maj Morgan & the bread in town. from here they made 
there escape [one] was Morgan a noble fellow and spoke the 
Spanish language well [an]other Hatch his home is near Colum- 
bia on the East of the Colorado he is a noble hearted man and a 
useful man They have not heard from them as yet. on yesterday 
all were ordered out to work as is common The officer who was 
in charge gave orders to the guard to make us bring [good] loods 
and not to let us stop one moment. It is nedless 

(illegible) if you receive this letter remember it is from a frend 
in fine health and good spirits yet he is in Prison and in chanes 
and subject to insults of a people he hates worse than he possebly 
could [describe] a people that has murdered his only brother in 
cole blood [and] butchered his Father himself driven before the 
bayonet m[any] [hundred] miles and that two without a blanket 
or a coat to sheald him from the weather fedd on the refused 
Flower that was full of Bugs and worms with a small quantity of 
Beef— he reached this [cas]tle not to cease his daly labor or 
encrease his rations Listen . . . this . . . with more 
authority than an over seer driving his negrowes. [our] chanes 
ware then examined again revited and ourselves [examined] with 
as much contempt as they posabelly could contrive or invent a 
way to show their authority this somewhat supprised me and on 
looking around what did I see a company of Soldiers skulked in 
a corner house with loaded guns and a canon—another company 
in the like manner with muskets on seigt ready to fire on a parsel 
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of us [un]Jarmed men from the [tops] of the surrounding houses 
not daring to face a free bout timid men that Shrink from it near 
at hand sitting with . . . (illegible) prisoner . . . I 
would say that we are too see [hard times] When we shall guet 
out of this snap God only [knows] My only hope is an exchange 
of prisners . . . things growes daily more gloomey 

they treat us worse every [day] they have us in there satin 
[when things] takes place to their disadvantage they contrive in 
some way to punish us that is as inicant as a child unborned— To 
illustrate if the Governor or mayor of this place guets mad at any 
body they reak there vengance on us. a pore helpless set of 
convecks as they call us they say we are not prisners of war 


IV 


last eavening we receaved a New Orleans Buleting of the 2nd 
march—In this we have some news from Texas from this we 
learn that Comodore M [sore] is afloat that Texas is doing some- 
thing herself and relys no longer on foreign Powers to settle for 
the war that she can terminate in one months time and with more 
eas than a squarill can eat corn seting on a rale. Hear they are 
rasing what they call volentarioes for instance offer to a few 
rancheros a dolar for— each and every man if men I should call 
them for they resemble 


[Reverse of fragment] 


My opinion is that you will not see me soon. Thompson says 
he thinks that a Peace could be obtained on honer[able] terms 
leaving out the name of Independeance [from] Mexico. Texas is 
going to invade her borders soon and if so will be compelled to 
come to terms of some sort. Mexico is in a condition the worse 
of anny People on this Earth. [They treat us] worse and worse 
every day ‘This Morning we went into line our chanes was then 
examened. Ma|ntons] was found somewhat loose he was sent to 
the shop and Faison with him. They are there yet. . 
(illegible) I mutch [prefer] to the hole the Mier Prisoners has 
(illegible) what Re[sembles] 
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V 
Mexico, Castle of Perote, May 8, 1843* 


Mr. H. G. Woods. 

Dear Sir. I wrote to the old Parson Rancome some days 
since— but I rote in a hurry the man that carried it stayed here 
but a few moments. I send this by some of the Mier Prisners that 
has been released by Sant Anna. Young /arvey Selers I under- 
stand is among them— I could rite you much but it appears 
that you like the rest have forgoten a frend in distress. I wrote 
you a short time sense in my letter I gave you an account of 
the Mier Priseners that had been shot I regret to have to say to 
you that Capt Cameron has sence [been] shot in cole blood and 
that wuthout one moments warning He was shot the day before 
they reached Mexico and the rest some 150 are at Mexico in the 
prison of Santarg[o] What will be dunn with them I nor no one 
else can tell. I see in a late Pickayune the proposition of Santa 
Anna through Roberson the worst man that Texas ever had within 
her borders— say to him for me that his blood shall atone for his 
conduct towards us His conduct is the sole cause of our lengthy 
confinement here in this hell I might call it. 

If I am fortunate enough to have oppertunity will give them 
the sentiments of 9/10 of the men confined in this Prison— it is 
as folowes— Should Texas listen to any proposition Sant[a] Anna 
could make that they will leave the Country as soon as God will 
let them and constant prair is should she listen to anything short 
of her Independence that like Sodum & Gomor[a] [will] be burned 
by a fire from Heaven — if she does I shall pay a visit to Texas 
but it will be only for the purpose of removing my little Brother 
and Sister from the country and should I remaine it will be for 
the purpose of becoming a Rebel on the Rio Grand I will have 
revenge or I will dy in the attempt— Say to every body that takes 
a second thought about the mater all Sant Anna wants is time to 
breathe—all that is wanting is a rapid move on the part of Tezras 
Yucatan is going I hear the last report is that the Mexicans 


‘The Robinson on whom Barkley is heaping his wrath in the letter that 
follows is evidently Judge James W. Robinson of Bexar. He was among 
the first of the prisoners to be released, and it was commonly reported 
that he had obtained this release by promising Santa Anna that he would 
seek to persuade Texas to be satisfied under Mexican rule. 
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are surrounded and will be compelled to give up there officers, 
they Yucatan put all officers to death— Sant Anna cant hold out 
long that is he must drop eather Texas or Yucatan or should Y 
give up, Texas will be his next marked object. I heard a report 
how trew I cant say that Sant Anna has escaped narrowly a 
soldier struck at him with a knife but missed his mark Our treat- 
ment daly guets worse when he first reached this place we were 
made [to] work every other day and allowed to be our own judg 
as to what we could cary— How diferant it is know [now]— We 
are made to work nerlly every day and made to pack as mutch as 
we posabally can— to add to our mizery a large body of cavelry 
has binn stationed [here] We have there filth to carey out every 
morning— Our [food] guets worse we guet in the morning near 
3 0z Bread ab[out] a half pint Corn meal coffye we then work until 
twelve [oclock] then get a small quantity of Potatoes badly 
sprouted and a small quantity of rice and a small peice of Bread 
our supper is the same as in the [morning] we are . . . In 
the Eavening we let out at six or seven oclock. I made an attempt 
to make my escape but was stopt by my fellow prisoners. They 
thought it would act to their [harm] They Mexicans point me out 
and say I am the worst one in the Castle— I have worn hobels two 
weaks binn [beat] with there spades and muskets Calaboosed and 
ev[ery means to] cow me that they can think of— some of them— 
you need not to write to me any more for I think that I shall make 
my escape. There is no hopes of release General Thom| pson 
tells] us it is his opinion that he thinks we will be released in 
June I think not the Roberson question will keep should I 
never return I wish you to settle Pars and my own buseness do 
all you can for Mother & my little Brother & sisters my affairs 
is easily seteld Pars all I have a Cousin living near Mercer by the 
name of Hodges. We are all well no news of Norman. I think 
he is in Mexico Milverns hand is nearly well Joe & Trimble 
are in fine health should I never return farewell. 

[ have binn badly treated by the men from San Antonio they 
[have less] principal than the Mexicans there is some good 
fellows am[ong] them say to your sister I have did all I could 
for her sun the same [to] aunt Zuby. My love to Mrs. Wilson 
Mrs. W. Robinson Say to Halls [w]ife and Amanda their husbands 
dide fiteing my respects to all Mrs (illegible) and the 2 Mrs. 
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Trimbles and in particular to Old Mr. (illegible) and to all give 


my respects to Scalorn[s] Prairie People. 
R. A. Barkly. 


[Addressed]: Mr. H. G. Woods La Grange Fayette Co. Texas. 
[Post Mark]: 62 1/2 Galveston June 5 Texas 


VI 
Castle of Perote June the 18- 18435 

My frends 

I can at last give you a trew list of our case the long looked for 
15th of June has passed no liberty it is what I really expected 
yet the greater part is verry much disapointed our frend Gen 
Thompson has binn disapointed allso on last eavening we received 
a letter from Gen. Thompson he says planely [th]ere is no chance 
for us anny time soon— _ I shall resor[t] to the project that I last 
spoke of in a leter of the 8 May I sent it by Phelps we are all 
well far beter than could be hoped for in such a climate— 
Milvern— Joseph Trimble, Shaw Manton Faison Konegay and 
Coultrin all enjoy the best of health I received a leter from 
Norman dated 28th of May he is in Mexico in good health yet 
he says he is a criple in this I think he is mistaken as allso dus 
Milvern he recolects no wound that would make a criple in no 
way I have riten to him I shall write to him as soon as I guet 
through with this leter I shall enclose a leter to him riten by 
Gon of the 27- of Aprile I took it out and red it it was directed 
to this place I receaved a letter of the 1 of Aprile from Gon. 
Trimble receaved one from his wife this is all that has binn 
receaved here we receaved papers here nearly every wak through 
the goodness of our frends I forgot to say Norman is exempt from 
chanes there has binn several deaths among the men in Mexico 
Old Major Murry— Blanton of Ruterville Koffman and Beard 
there has binn several others that I dont recolec[t] they are in a 
beter condition than we are from what I can learn—this is the 


‘Thus ends the Barkley letters. I am sure the reader who has fol- 
lowed the pen of this restless soul through the above correspondence will 
be happy to know that on July 2, 1843, just two weeks after he wrote 
the last of these epistles he did escape from his “hell on earth” by dig- 
ding through the walls of his prison. Accompanied by a fellow prisoner, 
David Kornegay, he reached Vera Cruz and thence home by way of New 
Orleans. 
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most disagreabel climate on the Globe It rains nearly every day 
snow some nort[h]| wins blow in fact it is colder here at this 


time than it is in Texas in December 
R. A. Barclay 


Our treatment grows worse the longer [we] stay the hours we 
have to work is increast to near double and iff one of us should 
be a little complaining he is forced of to work at the point of the 
bayonet and iff he proves to be two sick to work he is sent to the 
Hospitall where one of us that is well is not permited to go even 
should he be like to dy as good fortune would have it there is but 
few that has to go to that cursed place—On last Thursday we war 
locked up all day it being a day of feast— to-day we are locked 
up this is the day they proclame the new constatution I would 
like to be able to give you some small item of it but it is out of 
my power— I have binn able to guet hold of a few dollars it will 
come in good play Iff I am not mistaken this is the last leter I 
shall write at least I hope so none of the boys of our Prairie will 
go with me it being a haserdeous undertaking it is my advice to 
them to stay I understand from your leter that old Brown has 
treated me badly this is what I deserve for doing what I have I 
have discomoded myself to do them favors this is what a step 
child deserves Gon should I not get home give my little effects 
to Xenopher and send him to his sister on Red River at Fulton— 
old man Berry was in debt to me near $40— Hall some $50— or 60 
but this I wish you or uncle Jimey to let ly still if it will discomode 
Berry children or Halls wife to pay it. Par was owing me near 
$400.00 money payed out for him. Iff I dont guet back pay pars 
debts first— the remander if posable collect for Xenopher. Mother 
has treated me very badly. Parson Cole has some land Papers of 
Pars Say to Kenaday that I wish him to pay to you what he is 
owing to me_ I think it is near $20 dolars I have a stear at old 
man Ferrells also one in Scalorns Prairie the one I got from Will 
Criswell a bull at old man Primms, a cow and a calf at halls but I 
wish you let Jane keep her if she wants her. I am owing George 
W Lyons two cowes and calves for the horse that I got of him— I 
learn[ed] from the letter of Norman that he has got in at M[exico] 

(illegible) as I thought he was shot ded on the feild— 
Say to George that he will confer a favor on me by wating until 
I return. I hope it will not be long as I intend acting upon my 
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own judgement I pade to E Trimble near $25—10  [ loaned him 
$5 I pade to Cunningham he got sum Pork of Par for which I 
charged him as it was more than I and he understood before that 
unfortionate day the estate of [. . .] Thompson is in my debt 
$4 J L Smith near $3 old Faith $10— he owes Par also some 
loaned Corn he nowed the amount. Par owed Gilleland $25 this 
is all I recolect except $5 dolars to G J Maning for a Bull the Corn 
that Willson cribed at E Trimbles was mine Jackson Smith some 
two or three dolars J W Scolorn near $12—Aron Berlerson $4 
many others I dont recolect—If I should not guet back dont pester 
Jane for what Hall owes me Josiah Odanels I had a note on him 
for $4— Iff you colect pay old man Harrel for my Bord Say to 
Trimbles wife that she says she can keep the land that he got of 
Griffen if she thinks it will best if not his Books will show what 
he owes and if she needs witnesses the Lowes and Robert Hunter 
answer he says he had rather it would remand so until he gets 
back home if it can Say to her also he will when he guets a chance 
will rite to her and write more fully he send his best love Iff 
you should see old man Morrels say to him his sun is well old man 
Barbers son dide at Mier of his wound give my respects to 
everybody and my best love to Mrs. Willson Harrell and Mrs. 
Sarah Robinson Say to ant Zuby and Mrs Harrell that I have 
dun all for thar Boys and I could say to Jane and Amand 
Pendleton their husbands dide fighting my respects to boath yours 
R. A. B. 


To speak plainly you nead not look for our releas short of the close 
of the war Sam [Houston] and Sant Ana intends to keep us here 
for some time to come I see a long publication of a trip to Santa 
Fe under Snively in the Mexican newspapers—to but this they 
say a Mexican army has gone into Texas to go far as the Colorado 
this is beleaved hear by some that look on it as a joke if you 
write to Norman direct your letter to Mexico in care of John 
Black the American Consul he will hand it him 
My best love R. A. B. 


[ Addressed]: Mr. H. G. Woods La grange Fayette Co Texas 
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VII 


Molino Del Rey— July 5th 1843° 
Dear Brother 

I received your letter of the 27 of June which afforded me a 
great deal of satisfaction to hear that you were all well— you 
stated that you wanted to know what is the amount that I owe 
Snider. I will state the articles and their prices 6 yards of cloth at 
75 1/2 cts per yd, 7 Do at 37 1/2 5 yds calico 50 cts per yd, the 
balance you will find charged against Montraville on my Books I 
have an account against Snider for sixty dollars which I got from 
D. W. Patterson that sawed with William Miller. As for Fred 
and Hurman their account is about right I gave an order on them 
for ten dollars for two Bonnets got from Adly The judgement I 
hold against McArthur is in the hands of Lawyer John Anderson 
also a judgement against R. M. Colema[n] Estate. I loaned five 
dollars to George Lyons which is not charged Also ten dollars 
against John dust for articles bought at Johnsons sale. You will 
find among my papers Gazley’s and Shelby’s Receipt in my name 
for that money coming to Father from Western from what I can 
hear I think it is collected that is all that I can recollect of at 
present in that line I want you to send me one hundred and fifty 
dollars as I am crippled so that I will be obliged to go on stage from 
this to Vera Cruz which will cost me fifty dollars from there to 
New Orleans it will cost me thirty dollars the cheapest I can go. 
I wish you go Send the Money to L. Dobbin Esqr. Commission 
Merchant 15 New Levee New Orleans advising him to apprise Genl 
Waddy Thompson (U. 8. Minister at this place) of the fact, and 
it will be made subject to my order. 

“Norman B. Woods now becomes our chief correspondent, though we 
shall find a breezy note or two from another hand. As in the case of the 
Barkleys, there were three of the Woods men with Dawson. Zadock 
Woods, the father, who was near eighty years of age fell in the thick of 
the battle. H. G., or “Gon,” as he was called, escaped, as has already 
been said, and Norman, the author of these letters, was made prisoner. 
Badly wounded, he received considerate treatment, was taken first to the 
vicinity of Mexico City and later to join his comrades in Perote Castle. 
While on the march to Mexico City and during his imprisonment at 
Molino del Rey the two Keene boys were among his companions. To 
each of Woods’ first two letters, given below, E. Y. Keene adds a lengthy 
postscript. Keene was not a Dawson man, but from his notes we are 
sure he was well acquainted at Woods Prairie. It may be Keene was 


unable to write, since both of the postscripts are written in Norman 
Woods’ handwriting. 
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As I have never described to you my suffering after leaving you 
I will now give you a short discription of them I was shot across 
the hip at the time that captain Dawson ran out with the white 
flagg it was Corascoes order for his soldiers to d[i]sarm us and 
put us to death We were released from this by an order from 
Genl Woll I was left on the ground as dead until they came to 
stripping us and tearing the clothes off of me I had Recovered 
enough to ask for quarters which was granted by a sargent who 
kept off the soldiers with his sword, I had Received five wounds 
with the sword four on the head and one in the left side which 
nearly proved fatal. I was carried into Bexar that night and the 
next morning left for Procedio Rio Grande in an open waggon 
here I was seperated from the Rest of the boys that were not 
wounded and have never seen them yet. I Remained in procedio 
one month until I was entirely recovered and from there was 
marched to San Fernando forty miles west at this place from 
loosing the handkerchief off of my head I took a severe cold which 
settled in my wounds which caused me to keep my bed for about 
two months from this place I was removed to Saltillo where I 
remained some fifteen or twenty days in a state of delerium here 
Milvern had a great deal of trouble with me my being entirely 
helpless. at this place Mier prisoners overtaken me and we went 
on together four days march to the Salado where the boys stam- 
pened myself not being able to go with them I[ prevailed on Milvern 
and Richard Keene to stay with me and assist me in getting along 
we came on to San Louis portosi where I remained in the hospital 
about two months Milvern and the rest of the boys went on to 
perote I remained at this place until the unfortunate boys that 
broke at the Salado was recaptured and came up, those that sur- 
vived. from here we all took up the line of march for the city of 
Mexico where we landed on 26 of April the most of the time 
during my captivity I received kind treatment and two bits a day 
on which I lived as well as I wanted to, from the city we were 
Removed about one league to a place called the powder mills, here 
the rest of the boys were put in chains and set to work myself 
being exempted from either for a long time when they put the 
chains on me but I did not wear them more than two weeks and I 
am now clear of them The fare here is so bad I am compelled to 
have a little money to render me at all comfortable. 

Tell Jane that I have seen a great deal of trouble, but my 
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greatest is the absence from my family, but I hope ere long to be 
restored to them and happiness But I feel assured that you will 
be a brother to her and children. I want you to keep the children 
at school, tell aunt Azubah and Minerva not to grieve after Joe 
and Milvern as it will be a good schooling to them they will get 
the use of the mexican language which may be of use to them in 
after years. It has been but a few days since I wrote to you, I 
want you to write often once a month at least and I will do the 
same. Direct your letters to the care of John Black U. S. Consul 
City of Mexico. You will find among my papers where I have 
mad[e] a calculation of what is coming from Sam High Smith 
which is about eighty or ninty dollars. I agreed to pay Sam ten 
dollars for the season of dolly. I have strong hope of being re- 
leased before long I Remain as ever your affectionate Brother 
Norman Woods 


[ Rubric] 
H. G. Woods 


[Postscript by E. Y. Keene] 


Dear friend you may think that this comes from an unlooked 
for source nevertheless it is from a true one. I cannot in justice 
to myself let [pass] so fair an op[or]tunity of addressing a few lines 
in friendship to those who have ever held the first place in my 
brest as friends after doing me the honour of accepting my 
warmest and best Respects pleas to present the same to the rest 
of my friends in that vicinity tell A. W. Faires and Newton 
Sceallorn that I am well and hearty and that I fool the Mexicans 


out of many a days work tell them to raise good crops as I expect 


to return some time between this and Christmas and shall be verry 
poor. [and have to] live upon my friends until I fatten up 
again give my respects to aunt (illegible) and Mar(?) and to 
aunt Betsy Kearnes and all of the people of that neighborhood I 
want you to lay an embargo on all the girls in that vacinity and 
keep them from marrying off so fast We can even here of their 
marrying here in the City of Mexico We heared a short time ago 
of Sarah Scallorn leaving this world and getting married I have 
done but a few days work since so you may judge of the effect that 
it had on me, but I think that I shall live through and weather the 
storm, give my Respects [to] James Hudson and all of the boys of 
La Grange also to Wm Robinson and Jackson Smith Gon I 
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deputize you in my name to go and see all the girls in pullet prairie 
and give them one good kiss each in my name, but do not tell us 
of any more weddings or I shall Run entirely crazy as you will 
perceive by reading this that my head is partly cracked already. 
I subscribe myself your sincere friend Adiew 
E Y Keene [ Rubric] 
[to] H. G. Woods 


[ Addressed]: H. G. Woods La Grange, Fayette County Texas 
[Notation]: Forwarded by L. Dobbin [Stamped]: Galveston 
Sep. 3 Texas 

Vill 
Moleno Del Rey 
July the 20th 1843 
Dear Brothers & Sisters 

I again Resume my pen to address you a few lines to inform you 
that I am well and in tolerable good spirits I received your letter 
of the 27 of April which [gave] me a great deal of satisfaction to 
hear from you and to hear that you were all well and in good 
spirits I received a letter from Joseph Robinson dated the 9th 
of July they were all well there, he stated that [he] Receaved a 
letter from Wm Robinson stating that you were all well he did 
not give me the particulars I have written to you twice before 
this and for fear they may not come to hand I will again give you 
a statement of my business as for Sniders account six yards 
of pantaloon stuf at 75 cts per yd 7 yards at 37 1/2 cts per yd 
five yards of calico at 50 cents the balance I assumed for Montra- 
ville some three or four dollars which you will find charged to 
them in my Big Book as far [Green] and Hurman their account 
is not far from right I gave Father an order on them for ten 
dollars to pay Adler for those two bonnets I assumed no debt 
for any person else when you settle with them I want you to be 
sure and take a bill of all the articles if you settle before my 
Return I have an account against Snider for fifty or sixty dollars 
in favor of D. W. Patterson the young man who sawd with Wm 
Miller there is five dollars which I loaned George Lyons that is 
not charged there is nine or ten dollars against John Barst also 
seventy or eighty against Sam Highsmith ten dollars which we 
will have to allow for the season of dolly, also ten dollars against 
James Brookshire for a Spanish blanket I also settled with 
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Harrison twelve or thirteen dollars for Brokshire which you will 
find on their Bill. The balance of my accounts you will find cor- 
rectly charged on my Big Book I want you to settle the work 
that I owe to Walker the best that you can There is yet coming 
from him a hundred and one Boxes of pills 

It is my desire that you deposit in the hands of L. Dobbin of 
New Orleans subject to my order $150.00 and that you request him 
to inform genl. W. Thompson U. S. Minister near the govrnment 
of Mexico of this same being in his hands. By so doing it will be 
sent me throug[h] genl. Thompson to get a draft cashed on 
Orleans, for said amount, direct your letter to the care of genl. 
Thompson City of Mexico, the amount desired is one hundred and 
fifty dollars. The same I wrote for in a previous letter the 
residence of L. Dobbin is at No. 15 new Levie, N. O. the distance 
from this place to Vera cruz is three hundred miles and I shall be 
obliged to take the stage as I am cripled so that I cannot walk 
from the ward and back. I will not give the story of My sufferings 
and privations during my captivity as I have done it in my other 
letters and hope soon to see you all and then I can tell you what 
it would take volums to write I will here attempt to give you a 
slight description of the country from Sant Terosa to this place 
we take vally varying from one hundred yards to two leagues 
thickly settled and well watered nearly every day climbing moun- 
tains and taking the table lands with mountains Rising still 
higher on either hand you would be surprised at the difference in 
climate here and that of Texas Mexico is surrounded with snow 
mountains and it is as cold here now as it is in Texas in the 
month of March it has Rained here every day for the last two 
months they have all kinds of vegetables and fruits of the best 
kind we can get our hat full of apples for a clacko or one fourth 
of a picayune the City of Mexico is about fourteen thousand feet 
above the level of the sea the inhabitants of the city number 
about two hundred thousand as for the political situation of the 
country I will not attempt to give you any description as you 
can form a better idea of that than I can I wish you to let old 
uncle Jo Berlerson know that Davis is here and well and sends 
his Respects to all of this friends I will conclude by sending my 
love to all of my relations and friends. I Remain as ever your 
affectionate brother, 
Norman Woods. 
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[P. 8.] 

Richard A. Barkeley D. Kornegay & fourteen others made their 
escape from the castle of Perote by digging through the wall they 
are without a Pilot God noes whether they will make good their 
retreat. Three have all ready been taken, the rest not yet heard 
of I receive letters from Joe and Milvern once a weak I also 
write to them it is all the satisfaction I can see here. 

My brothers & Sister you must write to me once a week direct 
your letters to the care of General Waddy Thompson U. 8. Minister 
to Mexico, if I should be liberated soon as I anticipate I think 
it advisable to remain in Mexico until fall on account of the 
Yellow fever I will need money & be obliged to have some. 
God be with you all 

N. W. [Rubric] 


[Addressed]: H. G. Woods La Grange Fayette County Texas 
Forwarded by the politeness of Asa Hill Esqr. [ Rubric] 


[Postscript by E. Y. Keene] 


Dear friends. 


I embrace the present favorable opportunity of giving you a hint 
that wild Ed— is still alive and a kicking about and the first thing 
you all know he will be kicked back into Texas and where he will 
be Kicked to from there is hard to tell perhaps into another 
[world] [Our] prospects are very flattering of a speedy Release 
and if they do not Release me soon I shall begin to look for a creep- 
hole but I hope I shall be saved that [trouble] by being Released 
and kicked out of this hell [upon] earth. Gon,’ I gave you an 
office in Normans last [letter] and that was to lay an embargo on 
all of the girls in that neighborhood and not allow any more 


‘The reader should know that Gon Woods, deputized by Keene to kiss 
all of the young ladies back home, was regarded as a confirmed bachelor, 
he being about thirty years of age and unmarried. Also we are happy to 
note that Keene escaped from prison and made his way home in safety, 
arriving we trust before all the girls got married. This letter was car- 
ried to LaGrange “by the politeness of Asa Hill, Esq.” According to 
Houston Wade, to whom I am indebted for most of my information about 
these men, Asa Hill and his two sons, Jeffry and John, were Mier prison- 
ers. Santa Anna took a great fancy to John, who was a lad of 15 years, 
and offered to adopt him. John consented to this and thereby purchased 
freedom for his father and brother. Jeffry was liberated the following 
October and carried another letter of Norman Woods, dated the 17th of 
that month. 
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[of them] to get married untill I Return. Your commission 
extends still further you must visit them all & kiss them once or 
twice each and tell them to charge same to my account pleas to 
accept my warmest and best Respects and present the same to 
A. W. Faires Newton Scallorn and their ladies Also to Aunt Betey 
Kearnes and family Miriam Scallorn and old aunt Spear and 
all of the friends individually I Remain your Sincere friend 
E. Y. Keene [Rubric] 
H. G. Woods 
Ix 


Prisson Powder Mills Near Mexico* 
July 21st. 1843 

My dear wife 

You canot immagine what my sollicitude has been on your 
account and that of our little family a thousand times have I 
seen them in imagination running beside their mother and amusing 
her with their innocent glee what an unalterable rapture it would 
be to realize such happiness But I am a Prisoner of War and 
must await with patience and philosophy the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent of Mexico before I can experience . . . (illegible) and 
better days that can serve to cheer our gloomy hours—little did I 
think when I left you all, that I should ever come to what I have 
but it is the will of the Almighty, the ruler of the great universe. 
You must do the best you can with our little Family send them to 
school if it is in your power. I am happy to think that you are 
not left as many other poor women. I feel for them [I know] that 
Gonzalvo will be a brother . . . (illegible) & fine spirits at a 
speedy relase I am a Cripple for life from a wound in my back 
I am clar of chanes & have not been caled on to work as many of 
the Prisoners. never heard of Gonzalvoes escape untill January 
you have no idea the satisfaction it gave me to think that he had 
made his escape & that I still had a Brother that would take care 
of you & our little family, no tongue can tell what I have suffered 
but I have never dispaired I have tried to live for your sake 
[and our] little [family] 


[ Addressed]: Jane Woods 


‘The following brave and tender note was carried by Asa Hill also. 
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x 


Prison of the Po[wder] Mills 
near the City of Mexi[co] 
Dear Brother: 

You will perceive by date of [these few] lines that I am still in 
prison with no [hopes] of a speedy release. Indeed you can form 
as good [an] idea at what time that will take place as I [can] 
myself. I am at the present enjoying good health but am a criple 
from the wound I received in my back. Whilst with Genl Woll I 
received every attention requisite from a good physician, and 
recovered so as to be able to walk—tho with considerable diffi- 
culty—in about [one] month. Notwithstanding we are roughly 
treated, and are allowed the most miserable food. I endeavor to 
keep up my spirits. My only anxiety is to get home. 

I wish you at the Earlyest opportunity, to remit me some funds. 
Say one hundred and fifty (150) Dollars. If you have not the 
ready money on sight, make any sacrafice provided you cannot 
otherwise procure it. I wish you to pay particular attention to 
the above request. I may here as well state, that it will be neces- 
sary to insure my safe reception of it, to send to a merchant in 
New Orleans—say,—Leonard Dobbin, or Joseph Lovell & Co,— 
who will by advising them, inform the United States Minister— 
Genl. Waddy Thompson—at this place, making it subject to my 
order. 

[A le]tter addressed to the Citizens of Fayette, was | for warded | 
yesterday, which I presume you will see. It [petitions] them for 
funds to be raised by subscription, which [can] be done by every 
County in the Republic and dis[courses] upon our situation. I 
have no hesidency in saying that the liberality of the Citizens would 
be extended to our aid. 

Milvern is at Perote. I heard from him a day or two since, 
but have not seen him since I left St. Louis Potosi, at which place 
I was retained in the hospital until the prisoners who made the 
break at the Salado Come up. Milvern and some eighteen or 
twenty others still continued on the march for Mexico. My cozen 
Joseph is also at Perote enjoying good health, but as far as I can 
understand, about the same treatment as ourselves. I am not like 
the ballance of my unfortunate Companions, compelled to work, 
but I am notwithstanding heavily chained, as are also each and 
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everyone of the prisoners. I was allowed on my whole march to 
ride a horse or a buro— the latter of which I found to be far the 
superior animal of the two, at least in my situation. 

I wish you to act as a brother to my family, and see my children 
schooled. This subject bears heavyer upon my mind than any 
other but being satisfyed that you will pay to my family every 
possible attention relieves my mind in no inconsiderable degree. 

I received a letter a few days since from Milvern who informed 
me of all the particulars of a letter he received from you dated in 
April last. When you write to me, it will be necessary for you to 
direct to the care of the U. S. Minister of this place. 

T remain as ever Your affectionate Brother Norman Woods 

[addressed]: Mr. H. G. Woods, Lagrange Fayette County 
Texas [Post Mark]: Galveston Aug 18 Texas 


XI 
Castle of Perote 23d. September 1843.° 


My Dear Brother & Sisters 

You will see by these few lines that I still am on the land of the 
living & in good health in fact I never enjoyed better in my life 
& may these few lines find you all enjoying the like blessing there 
has nothing particular oceurd since I wrote last by friend Asa 
Hill who was releast in Augst we took up the line of March on 
the 12th inst for Perote landed here the 28th Jo found the boys 
all well [& in] good spirits our fair as to quarters living & officers 
is much betterd I received $35 by the hard of Genal. W. Thomp- 
son Greatful Brother what a relief only think a prisoner far from 


‘Referring again to Houston Wade’s booklet we learn that the Colonel 
Bradley who carried the next letter to LaGrange was a Dawson pris- 
oner, a kinsman of Gen. Waddy Thompson and of the San Antonio Mav- 
ericks. He was a personal friend of Andrew Jackson and was released 
from Perote at Jackson’s earnest request. 

In this letter Woods has a page to his brother and sisters, a_ brief 
note to his wife Jane and a page to his mother. Unfortunately, half of 
the page to his mother is broken away and lost. In the midst of this 
letter Woods gives space to a fellow prisoner, William Trimble, who 
writes a few lines to his wife. Trimble and his brother Ned were La- 
Grange men, close neighbors to the Woods clan and were among the Daw- 
son men. Ned lost his life in the “Massacre.” We are told that William 
Trimble was a natural mimic and clown, the “lite of the party,” the 
souree of many a good laugh for the prisoner band. He died on January 
5, 1844, and was buried in the old moat beneath the gloomy walls of 


Perote Castle. 
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home & among strangers not able to work to get any money in 
case I should shortly be releast I can make out with what I have 
got as respects our release I must refer you solly to Col Bradley 
who is the bearor of those few lines & whosse family near Lagrange 
you must go & see him In case we should not be shortly releast 
you must send me more money— C[ol Brjadley can put you in 
the right channel how to send it & letters I remain as ever 
Yours till Death N. Woods [Rubric] 


N. B. Dear wife 
I am well at present I hopes when these comes to hand that 
they may find you all well I am yet a prissinore & in perote But 
Hope to be released befour long but it is uncertain wee can tel 
nothing but look forward to better times the winter is coming on 
Indever to look out fow[ard] fore your next year met I shall in- 
struct you no more but advise you to do the best you can I have 


nothing more to write but Remain your effectionate husband. 
Wm. Trimble 


Jane I cant say anything more to you than what I wrote by 
friend Hill do the best you can all my troubles is the absence from 
you and our little Family I must wait on the will of President of 
Mexico I remain as ever 
Yours till death 
N. Woods 
[ Rubric | 


Mother [The page is torn in half from top to bottom, leaving 
only the beginning of each line.] 


XII 


Castle of Perote 
Mexico Oct. 17— 1843 


My dear brothers and sisters wife and family, By the release 
of another of our fellow prisonors, Jeffrey Hill we are enabled to 
let you hear from us. I am enjoying the best of health and in 
good spirits of a speedy release by the meeting of the Commission- 
ers. Not so glooming as Milvern thinks though he seems to enjoy 
himself first rate, We have plenty to eat, Good clothes to wear, 
Coffee twice a day meat once, good flour bread, I am at work at 
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25 cts per day Milvern also I am coopering and make about one 
well bucket a week Play it on them pretty fine. All carpenters 
and tradesmen have the privilege of working at 25 cts per day. 
The rest are locked up at 4 PM let out at 9 am, I have no news 
to write and for the little partculars I must refer you to friend 
Hill and Bradley. We have never heard from any of you since 
13 June. You must write often and give all the little particulars 
My love to all 
Norman Woods 


P. 8. Our situation is so much better since we left Mexico as to 
living and quarters and the satisfaction of being with Milvern and 
Joe. . . . (illegible) Ed Manton that I am quite happy com- 
paratively speaking, to what I was in Mexico. I have never dis- 
paired, I hope ere long to be with you all and talk over the scenes 
past and gone. Jane you must do the best you can try and have 
our little children go to school all you can, All my trouble is the 
absence from you and my family. I am satisfied that Gon is a 
brother to you and a father to our little children Yours until 
death Norman Woods’® 


| Addressed to]: To H. G. Woods, Fayette Co and W. M. Harrell 
Lagrange Tex. 
XIII 


November the 24— 1843 

Dear Brother 

I now take up my pen to Inform you that we are all in tolerable 
Hea[1]th with the exception of bad colds tha are in jeneral thing 
through the contry tha cal it The grip all we folks has it tha all 
got well of it but me I was the last to take it it has Not proved 
fatal in many instances here tho on the Barsos it kiled a good many. 
We have Had but one frost here yet— tho we have had Rain nerly 
every day for the last three months & most people wont be able to 
save thair crops We gave old Dutch one hundred & fifty Bushals 
of Corn to gether iars & we will be able to save about Sevan Bales 


“Thus optimistically ends the correspondence of Norman B. Woods. 
Never despairing, always hopeful for the best, he was not to see again 
the family whose welfare was his constant thought. On December 1tth, 
just two months after penning the letter given above, he died of intlu- 
enza, and the old moat claimed another victim. Among his small effects 
was this last letter, just received from his brother, Gon 
LaGrange. 
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of cotton. we made about five hundred Bushels of corn this yea| r | 
[but] cant [be] sold for 12 1/2 cents per Bushals Cotton [is] 
worth 6 cents & thar is a grate many who think it will Be worth 
8 before Spring Colonel Bradly got (in) on The 21 of Nov. 
Jane Mrs. Trimble Amanda pendleton & myself went down to se 
him in two days After. you cant tel the satisfaction the[t] he 
gave us to hear From you all and to [hear] that you ware all well & 
in good spirits & it has releved your wifes mind very much to 
[know] that you were at Perota with Millvern & Joe & the rest of 
the boys from th[is] County we receved your & Millverns letters 
you must rite often & if you want more mony you must say so & | 
thinck that I can Raise it for you. when you rote for money I was 
tring to rase for you by sacrificing property Isac Michal sent me 
word not to For I cod get the mony of him but owing to Reports 
that came that you ware all relesed & coming home I did not cal 
on him for it but if you want aney more you must rite & I can 
Get it of him for you Congras meets at Washington this Sesion 
by order of old Sam What tha will do we dont now but we are in 
Hops tha will do somthing for the good of the Contry this year I 
dont now what to rite It what al the folks are doing I will 
begin with Mr Willson he is still living where he was when you left 
& talks of moving of so son as he Can colect his debts I [think | 
that will take him som time yet Old Billy & family are all well & 
geting along Much as useal Faith is still here [&] talks of renting 
The (Crisswell) place this year Mont & family are All well at 
the presant & he has done more worck this year Then he has don in 
two years before Uncle Jim & Aunt Azoby are wel & getting 
along the same As ever William Robinson Still rents of uncle 
Jimy. 

John L Smith has bought the Barkley place of Mont & has got 
a good crop this year Jasey & Ben Pendleton are Bildin a keel 
Boat to run The River it is 70 feet long & 8 feet wide tha want To 
get it in by Christmas thare is two others on the [ri]vor Mrs 
Wellses folks were all well when we herd From them last Wayman 
is over at Landrums ‘Tha were all well a short time sence. Lan- 
drums Daughter has maried a man of conciderable Preperty & 
him & Waymen have gone a tour for Thair health high up on the 
Trinety & Red river tha Had not got back when we herd from 
them last. 

I have bowt me a fine horse [ gave The Black & Bay filler 
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& a yoke of three years old sters, & Six cows & calvs for him 
he worcks well & is five years old Last Spring. Your wife said 
that she is coming to Se you if you hannt relesed soon Susan 
& Martin Say a most oney thing tha want to & Martin is The 
rudest Boy that I ever saw he is in to all sorts of mischief I 
fergote to tel you tha old Dutch & Otis Peck have gone into 
partnership a Tanning tha have got their Back Shed up & Are 
a going ahed with it finly George he as com To live with the 
old man again we have Raised a very good crop of potatos 
this year & enough of Sugar cane to make sugar to do us this 
year. Jesy Pendleton is making A mill for to grind it for us 
I am a going to cuting of it tomorow. 

You must give my love and respects To Millvern and Jo & 
to all of the boys Ho may thinck proper to inquire of for me 
You must bare your imprisonment with philosophic resignation 
& the mildness of a Christian fortitude I have no more To 
rite at presant you mus rite often and I will do the same. 
And I still remain As ever your, Afectionate Brother H. G. 
Woods" 


[Addressed] Mr Norman Woods Castle of Perota To the 
car of Mr F. M. Dimond U. 8S. Concal Vera Cruz 


"Most of us like to know how it all came out. A few years later Gon 
Woods, the bachelor who had so often been exhorted by his imprisoned 
brother to ‘‘be a father to his children,” married Jane Wells Woods, and 
his relation to the fatherless children passed from that of uncle to that 
of stepfather. 

On March 23, 1844, six Dawson men remaining in the Castle of Perote 
were liberated and returned home. Four years later the survivors of the 
Dawson men removed the bones of their fallen comrades from the Salado 
and along with the bones of the seventeen Mier men who drew the “black 
beans” they were interred on Monument Hill overlooking LaGrange and 
the wide sweep of the Colorado Valley. A beautiful granite tomb now 
covers the original stone vault where their bones moulder away into dust. 
Brave, hardy souls—their sufferings the birth pangs of a nation,—they 
are entitled to a place in the fadeless memory of an appreciative people. 
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DIARY OF A CONFEDERATE CONGRESSMAN, 1862-1863 
I 
EDITED BY MARY 8. ESTILL 
F. B. Sexton 


In 1932, among many of his letters and business records, a 
diary of Franklin Barlow Sexton was found. Because it throws 
light on Confederate congressional sessions, some of which were 
secret, and because it reflects the character of one of the men 
in the deliberative body of that “Lost Cause,” it is herewith 
offered for publication. 

In order to understand better the diary, it is well to know 
objectively a few facts about the author. Franklin B. Sexton 
was born at New Harmony, Posey County, Indiana, April 29, 
1828. He was the only child of Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Sexton, 
and moved with them in the year 1838 to San Augustine, Texas. 

Dr, Sexton died when Barlow was but a boy of thirteen; hence 
a strong attachment developed between the young boy and_ his 
mother, a fondness which lasted throughout the remainder of 
her life. He attended the Methodist academy in San Augus- 
tine, known as Wesleyan College, and studied law in the office 
of J. Pinckney Henderson and O, M. Roberts, both of whom 
are closely associated with the history of Texas. Before he 
reached his twenty-first birthday (1848), Sexton was granted 
by special legislative action his license to practice law. He 
began his professional career, which “grew to a high standard 
of eminence” (Lynch, The Bench and Bar of Texas), im San 
Augustine. 

In the year 1852 Sexton married Eliza Richardson, daughter 
of an early Texas settler and Sabine County landowner, Daniel Long 
Richardson. Thirteen children were born to them, two of whom, 
Mrs. Harry F. Estill of Huntsville and Miss Mamie Sexton of 
San Antonio, are now living. 

In April, 1860, Frank B. Sexton was elected president of the 
State Democratic Convention, which represented seventy-nine 
counties and which appointed delegates to the national conven- 
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tion to be held soon afterwards in Charleston, South Carolina. 
Resolutions regarding State Rights and Slavery were emphati- 
cally expressed by the convention. 

In 1861 Sexton entered the Confederate service. In the same 
year he was elected to a vacancy in the Texas Senate, which he 
returned too late to fill. He was elected in 1862 to the Con- 
federate Congress. Here he served the remaining years of the 
Confederacy. 

At the close of the War, Sexton returned to San Augustine 
and in 1872 removed his family to Marshall, where he practiced 
law until late, serving many years as attorney for the T. & P. 
Railway. He delivered an address at the laying of the corner- 
stone of the present Texas State capitol in Austin. It is said 
that he remained unswerving to his standards of honesty and 
integrity, and likewise to his beliefs regarding the righteous- 
ness of the Southern cause. 

A staunch Episcopalian and a loyal mason, Mr. Sexton’s 
ideals and conscientious conduct are reflected in his diary of 
the years 1862 and 1863, spent in Richmond, the Confederate 
capital. That his fellowmen recognized his high type of man- 
hood is attested in the fact that he served in 1856 as Grand 
Master in the masonic order, at that time popular throughout 
the State, and in 1870 as Grand Commander Knights Templar 
of Texas. 
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CONFEDERATE CONGRESSES 
Provisional Congress 
First Session 


Assembled at Montgomery, Ala., February 4, 1861. Adjourned 
March 16, 1861, to meet second Monday in May. 


Second Session (Called) 
Met at Montgomery, Ala., April 29, 1861. Adjourned May 
21, 1861. 
Third Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., July 20, 1861. Adjourned Aug. 31, 
1861. 
Fourth Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., September 3, 1861. Adjourned same 
day. 
Fifth Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., Nov. 18, 1861. Adjourned February 
17, 1862. 
First Congress 
First Session 


Met at Richmond, Va., February 18, 1862. Adjourned April 
21, 1862. 
Second Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., August 18, 1862. Adjourned October 
13, 1862. 
Third Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., January 12, 1863. Adjourned May 
1, 1863. 
Fourth Session 
Met at Richmond, Va., December 7, 1863. Adjourned Feb- 
ruary 17, 1864. 
Second Congress 


First Session 


Met at Richmond, Va., May 2, 1864. Adjourned June 14, 
1864. 
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Second Session 


Met at Richmond, Va., November 7, 1864. Adjourned March 


18, 1865. 
DIARY OF FRANKLIN BARLOW SEXTON 


Wednesday, July 23d, 1862 In the afternoon about 33 o’clock 
P.M. for Richmond, Va. Started with something of a heavy 
heart. Left wife, children & niece in tears. May God take care 
of them. In these troublous times know not how long I may be 
absent—perhaps 6 or 9 months. Oh God have mercy & save us 
all. Came to San Augustine’ & stayed at Mrs. Davis. 

24th Took the stage about $ past 8 A.M. for Alexandria, La. 

25th Reached Alexandria at 9 P.M. dreadfully fatigued & 
travel worn. 

26th Saw J.M.B.* of Sabine Co. Heard something of the 
terrible battle at Richmond lasting 6 days.* Capt. B.F.B.* 
killed. Did all he could for his country. I forgive all that I 
may have thought unkind in him toward me. God forgive me 
if I have ever wronged him in thought or word. Our loss is 
severe but our victory complete. Came by hack to Marksville. 

27th Came to Simsport by hack. Dined & took cattleboat 
for Mouth Red River & Cross Miss. Lay after midnight along- 
side of our Gunboat Webb. Gunboats of the enemy have been 
at Mouth R. River today. Some apprehension among some of 
our party. 

28th Came over the Miss. River this morning & landed at 
Col. Acklin’s® plantation. Thanks be to God for our safe deliv- 
erance. Col. A is a very vain & self-important—but a very hos- 
pitable gentleman. Gave us an excellent breakfast. Started at 
11 o’clock in a cart—four of us—rather a primitive mode of 

*The Sexton home was nine miles west of San Augustine at New Hope, 
San Augustine County. 

*J. M. B.—Unknown. 

‘Seven Days’ Battles before Richmond June 25-July 1, 1862. Confed- 
erate troops under command of General T. J. Jackson. See note 28. 

‘Benjamin Franklin Benton. Son of Jesse Benton and nephew of 
Senator Thomas H. Benton. He was District Clerk of San Augustine be- 
fore the war; co-editor with Frank Price of the Red Land Herald; cap- 
tain of Company K of the First Texas Infantry, Hood’s Brigade, White’s 


division, Longstreet’s Corps in the Army of Northern Virginia. He was 
killed in the battle of Gaines’ Mill. 


‘Colonel Acklin—Unknown. 
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traveling—came through a magnificent valley for 4 miles & then 
for 4 more through the highest & most abrupt hills I ever saw— 
(Col. A amused me much with stories of the Yankees threaten- 
ing to arrest him). 

Spent the night at a Mrs. Wimbish’s 8 mis. from Miss. River. 

29th Came in a 4 mule waggon without springs to Wood- 
ville, Miss. Poor hotel. 

30th Hired hack to bring us to Summit, Miss. Travelled at 
a slow rate through high hills but excellent roads. Country 
seems much worn & crops are very poor. Felt quite sick today. 
Suffering with one of my severe headaches. Travel fatigues me 
much. Stopped earlier than intended. 

31st Came to Summit today. Feel something better. 

Aug. 1st Saw Mrs. Austin® this morning. Same cheerful & 
beautiful woman still very deaf. Took the Cars for Jackson, 
Miss. & Tupelo. At Jackson encountered a terrible crowd. 

Aug. 2 After a most fatiguing & unpleasant railroad trip 
reached Tupelo late at night & slept on a board on my cloak. 

Aug. 3d Met my friend Dr. Roberts’ this morning. Same 
uniform bearing in the army as at home. Went to the Army 
(Price’s Division), reaching there about 1 P.M. Found my 
friends generally well—quite glad to see me. Army seems in 
good spirits. Has had much sickness. Found some trouble 
with T.H.H.* 

Aug. 4th Left Tupelo at 8 P.M. 

Aug. 5th Reached Mobile after a most fatiguing & unpleas- 
ant trip on a train with 800 soldiers & one in front of us with 
800 more. Stopped at the lines by the guard. Only got through 
by whispering in the ears of the officer that I was “M.C.”° 

Aug. 6th Spent the day in Mobile. Took tea with Rev. Dr. 
Sansom.’® Wrote home. 


°Mrs. Austin—Unknown. 

"Dr. Isaiah Jackson Roberts, “Jack Roberts.’ He was the son of 
William Roberts of San Augustine. He was a very able physician in 
San Augustine and was Division Surgeon in the Confederate Army. He 
returned to San Augustine. 

‘T. H. H.—Unknown. 

*Members of Congress. 

*Rev. Henry Sansom, first rector of Christ Church, San Augustine. 
About 1852 he moved to Marshall and became first Rector of Trinity 
Church in that place. 
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Aug. 7th Left Mobile at 2 P.M. Had a delightful trip over 
the bay for 2 hours. Squabble between citizens & military au- 
thorities about the cars. Finally got on the cars. 

Aug. 9th Reached Augusta this morning at 6} A.M.  Deter- 
mined to rest here today. Met Judge Oldham."’ At 6 P.M. 
took the train for Columbia, 8. C. 

Aug. 10th Breaktasted at Columbia. At 8 A.M. took the 
Charlotte train. My wedding day. Thought much of the past 
& for the future. May God take care of my dear ones at home. 

At three reached Mr. A. B. Springs.** 

Tuesday, Aug. 12th Spent the past two days most delightfully. 
It is refreshing to meet such people as Mr. S. & family. Their 
hospitality is so generous & refined. Oh if I could have such 
society around me constantly. I think it would keep me con- 
stantly inspired to the highest standard of excellence. But it is 
all right. Oh how refreshed & improved I feel. At 3 P.M. took 
the train for Charlotte. Met with my travelling companions on 
the cars—Rev. Dr. Howard & Dr. French™ of Alexandria, La. 
Parted with Mr. & Mrs. 8 at Charlotte who came that far with me. 
May Heaven’s blessings be with them. 

13th Cars so thronged at Petersburg that we spend the night here. 

14th Reached Richmond this morning at 11 A.M.** Rode from 
Petersburg standing in a terrible throng. Found my friend Joe 
Lewis quite feeble. He is just recovering from a severe attack of 
illness. May God bless & completely restore him. 

15th Friday. Met several acquaintances today—but did nothing 
of importance. 

16th Took a room on Main St. at Miss Murray’s. Board at 
Miss Yarborough’s. Worked hard in the War Office for my friend 
Maj. Truit.%° Could not see the Secy.'® Prof. Bledsoe, Asst. 

"Hon. W. S. Oldham. Was prominent lawyer and politician in West 
Texas. Senator from Texas to First and Second Confederate Congresses. 

B. Springs—Unknown. 

8Dr, Howard and Dr. French—Unknown. Joe Lewis—Unknown. 

“A trip by rail from San Augustine to Richmond at the present time 
consumes not more than forty-eight hours. 

“Major Alfred M. Truitt of Shelby County. Was prominent in the 
Regulator and Moderator trouble. Went to the Mexican War as Cap- 
tain of a company; was advanced to the rank of Major. Son of Hon. 
James Truitt of Shelby County. (See note 218.) 


“George W. Randolph of Virginia, Secretary of War from March 18 to 
November 17, 1862. 
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Secy. is not qualified for the office. He loses his papers. Dinner 
good—but no desert. 

1%th Sunday. Heard a good sermon upon final destruction of 
the earth & judgment from Dr. Dagget.’7 He is a profound man. 
In the afternoon walked out to the Soldiers sick camp of 1st Texas 
Regt.** Found the men improving. Much fatigued by the walk. 
Wrote to Eliza & Anna’ at night. 

18th Congress met at 12 M. Quorum present. Quite a cordial 
re-union among the members. President’s Message read—a fin- 
ished and elegant State paper. Miles*® introduced a bill to extend 
the Conscript law to 45 years. Foote** spoke as usual an hour 
or so & introduced many bills with stump speech preambles— 
made an onslaught on secret sessions, to which I also am op- 
posed. Report of Secy. of War read. I am opposed to several 
of his recommendations. He seems to think soldiers have no 
rights & are mere machines. Military ideas are becoming too 
prevalent. 

19th The House today so modified Rule 46** as to require a 
majority vote to go into secret session. I voted for the modifi- 
cation. It is a wise step. In Republican governments the pro- 
ceedings of Legislative bodies should always be public. Foote 
spoke until the House adjourned. He tires everybody. He 
wants now to fetter the Military Committee with some foolish 
instructions. 

20th Wednesday. Today I offered a bill in the House to in- 
crease the pay of soldiers $4 per month. Rules suspended & it 


“Rey. D. S. Daggett. Born in Virginia in 1810. Educated at the 
University of Virginia. Became an itinerant minister in 1829. Made a 
Methodist bishop in 1873. Died in Richmond, Virginia, October 27, 1880. 

“The Texas troops encamped near Richmond suffered deplorably from 
diarrhea, malaria, and typhoid fever. 

“Eliza: Sexton’s wife, Mrs. F. B. Sexton, formerly Eliza Richardson. 
Anna: His niece, Miss Anna Kaufman, later Mrs. John Allen. 

“William Porcher Miles, Congressman from South Carolina, 1861-1565. 

“Henry S. Foote of Tennessee, member of First and Second Congresses. 

=Rule 46 of House of Confederate Congress: “On motion made and 
seconded to go into secret session, the Speaker shall forthwith order the 
Hall to be cleared and the doors to be closed, but as soon as the business 
for consideration in secret session is disclosed, the question shall be pro- 
pounded to the House, if demanded by any member, ‘Shall this matter be 
considered in secret session?’ If a majority shall vote in the negative, the 
House shall immediately resume open session, and business shall pro- 
ceed in order.” 


| 
3 


4 
4 
| 
| 
5 

‘ 

7 


Diary of a Confederate Congressman, 1862-1863 277 


would have been passed but for some opposition from Messrs. 
Chambers of Miss., Chilton of Ala. & Dupre of La.** Finally 
it was referred to the Com. on Military Affairs. 

21st Thursday. Today votes of thanks were given to Gens. 
Johnson** & Lee the officers & soldiers under their command 
for their gallant conduct in the battle of Seven Pines & around 
Richmond ete. Foote availed himself of the occasion to abuse 
Gen. Huger*® most violently & improperly. Improperly on ac- 
count of the circumstances, the place & manner of its being 
done. Gen. H’s conduct I think quite abnoxious to criticism if 
not censure. 

22nd Friday. Gen. Foote consumed nearly the whole day in 
useless discussion of the Conscript Act. His “conscribe” ap- 
peals were most admirably met & their effect foiled by Judge 
Dargan of Ala. in a very sound & eloquent speech. 

Aug. 23d Saturday. Today Mr. Herbert (2nd Dist. Texas) 
made a very foolish speech on Foote’s resolutions of in- 
structions to the Military Committee. He availed himself 
of them to abuse the Conscript Law. In the course of his 
speech said that the law would deplete Texas of men & inti- 
mated that Texas was dissatisfied with the Conscript law—that 
the “Lone Star had once floated on the breeze & would again.” 
That he advised the State to secede from the U.S. on account 
of its oppressions etc. & he would be in favor of leaving this 
confederacy if liberty & independence could not be secured etc 
etc. Said he believed the conscript law unconstitutional ete. I 
replied to him. Said I voted for the conscript law with some 
doubts as to its constitutionality—& with regret because of the 
imperious necessity which required its enactment. I believed 
that it had saved the country—That the people of Texas ac- 
quiesced in it & I had found at home no serious dissatisfaction 
with it—That there might be an occasional murmur of discon- 


*Congressman in First and Second Congresses. 

“General Joseph E. Johnston, commanding Army of Northern Virginia. 
Major-Generals D. H. Hill of North Carolina, commanding Division, and 
James Longstreet, commanding Right Wing, were leaders in the battle. 
Battle occurred May 31-June 1, 1862. 

“In General Johnston’s report of the battle, he says: “Had Major- 
General Huger been in position, ready for action when Smith, Longstreet, 
and Hill moved, I am satisfied that Keyes’ corps would have been de- 
stroyed instead of being merely defeated. Had he gone into action at 4 
o’clock the victory would have been much more complete.” 
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tent, but that I believed the people generally were satisfied with 
it & believed it had saved the Country. I told (without men- 
tioning names) the incident which occurred on the morning I 
left home of B & others advising me to have the Conscript law 
extended to 50 years etc. Col. Graham** also replied to Her- 
bert & said he had been to the armies where he saw soldiers 
from Texas & that they were satisfied with the law. 

Aug. 24-Sunday. In company with Gen. Chambers*? & others 
visited portions of the battlefields of the immense battles fought 
in June last near Richmond.** Am too much fatigued to at- 
tempt a description of them or to embody the impressions made 
on my mind. May do this sometime & somewhere.—Did not 
go to church as I ought to have done tonight. Spent the evening 
pleasantly in my room in social conversation with my colleagues. 
Went to visit the battlegrounds today because I had no time 
during the week. A sinners common excuse. Hope I have not 
done wrong & think I am wiser & may be a better man by 
the trip. 

Aug. 25th Monday—Congress did nothing of any importance 
—Sorry we are wasting so much time. In secret session Foote 
abused Mallory (Sec. Navy) most dreadfully. Provoked at the 
report of the debate between Herbert & myself on Saturday. I 
am wrongly reported. Must correct it some way. 

Received a letter from home (Anna). How thankful I feel for 
it. All well. 

26th Tuesday. Slept only about 5} hours last night. Wrote e 
long letter descriptive of the battlegrounds ete. Busy this morn- 
ing working for Truit.*° Recd. letters from Eliza & Anna. 
Thank God all was so well when they wrote. Had to occupy two 
hours in getting a discharge & pay for a poor soldier & hence 
lost an important discussion on the subject of martial law. I am 


*M. D. Graham, Member of Congress from Texas, 1862-64. 

*Probably General Thomas J. Chambers of Texas. 

*“Battles fought in June, 1862, near Richmond.—Seven Days’ Battles. 
Lee sent Stuart with 3 regiments of cavalry to reconnoiter. They rode 
entirely around McClellan, Lee then decided to withdraw most of his 
forces protecting Richmond in order to envelop McClellan’s right flank. 
McClellan began a skillful retreat to Harrison Landing. Lee attacked 
the retreating army daily for seven days, the last battle being generally 
called the battle of Malvern Hill. 

*Truit. See footnote 15. 
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clearly of opinion that the Generals have resorted to it too 
much. 

Aug. 27th Wednesday. Worked hard until 12 M for soldiers. 
Nothing done in the house of any account. Foote & Conrad*® 
spent the day in abusing Mallory, Sec. Navy. Finally on motion 
of Mr. Barksdale of Miss.** a resolution was adopted for a joint 
select committee on part of Senate & House to investigate the 
management of the Navy Dept. ete. 

28th Thursday. Worked for a soldiers discharge this morning 
—succeeded. Adopted in the House a rule offered by Judge 
Gray*? that no one should speak more than 10 minutes before the 
report of a committee on any question & not more than half an 
hour after a report & not more than once unless allowed by the 
vote of a majority of the house.** A bill was offered authorizing 
Genl’s of Departments to accept the resignations of officers. After 
much debate laid on the table. 

A bill authorizing appointment of additional officers of Artil- 
lery passed. 

29th Friday. Got J. E. Pierce** discharged. Worked Maj. 
Truit through the Q M’s department. Saw J. B. Likens*® ete. 
In the House a bill to discharge all privates under 18 was much 
discussed & finally passed—I voted for it. 

30th Saturday. Wrote E. last night & Anna this morning. 
Sent home several things by Dr. Howard. Procured for my 
friend Maj. Jas. B. Likens the authority he wanted. In Congress 
the mode of conducting the war was discussed. Mr. Russell of 
Virginia introduced a resolution “instructing the Judiciary com- 
mittee to inquire if the conduct of the U.S. had not absolved the 
C.S. from all obligation to observe the usages of civilized war- 
fare’—finally referred to the Judiciary Committee. In secret 

“Foote: See note 21. Charles M. Conrad, Congressman from Louis- 
jana, 1861-1865. 

“Ethelbert Barksdale, 1862-1865 (Mississippi). 

“Judge Gray. Congressman Peter W. Gray from Texas. Congressman, 
1862-1864, 

*Rules on limitation of speeches in present House of Representatives— 
no time limit. Rules state, however, that “in any one debate on the 
same question no member shall speak more than once till all others have 
spoken who desire to do so, nor more than twice without the consent of 
a majority of the members present.” 

*J. E. Pierce—Unknown. 

*J. B. Likens—The name occurs in Crockett, Houston County, Texas. 
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session an appropriation was made to buy 6 iron clad steamers in 
pursuance of a contract already made. Dined with Judge Per- 
kins of La.*®—a man of fine information, but has crotchets in his 
mind. Southern in all his feelings—a little too stately in his 
manner. Mrs. P. a pleasant woman. 

31st Sunday. Raining this morning. Had company until late. 
Heard only part of the morning sermon. Wrote a skeleton let- 
ter to J.K.H.*7 Went to church at night—heard a good sermon. 
Wrote till late. 

Sept. 1st Monday. Amendment to confiscation law proposed 
by Russel of Virginia providing that in all cases where a debtor 
answers that he has executed a negotiable note but does not know 
who owns or holds it at the time of his answer, in the absence of 
proof to the contrary, the presumption shall be that the owner is 
an alien enemy. Dont like it. All greatly delighted this evening 
at the receipt of news of another great battle & great Victory for 
us near Manassas.** Praised be the name of God—Glory to him 
in the highest—Oh grant that this war may soon end & that our 
independence may be established. 

Disgusted at myself tonight for listening at the vulgar & low 
conversation of one of my colleagues. 

Sept. 2nd Procured discharge for two soldiers non-conscripts 
—Elliot & Merchant. In the House drew for seats. Nothing of 
importance done. Presented J.B.L.*® with a sword. 

Sept. 3d News of the great battles of 28th, 29th & 30th Aug. 
fully confirmed in morning papers. Conscript bill came up in 
the House. Discussion commenced. Feel miserably dull. Oh 
God enlighten me. 

Sept. 4th Conscript bill discussed in the House. Mr. Hart- 
ridge of Georgia*® pronounced a most elegant speech in its favor. 
Had two or three quite eloquent passages. 

Sept. 5th Conscript law discussed in the House. Preston of 


*Judge Perkins of Louisiana—Unknown. 

“J. K. H. Probably J. K. Henderson. 

“Victory near Manassas—Aug. 30, 1862. Confederate Leaders—Gen- 
erals T. J. Jackson, Longstreet, Hood, Evans, R. H. Anderson, Fitzhugh 
Lee. Federal Leaders—Generals McClellan, Pope, Heinzelman, McDowell, 
Fitz-John Porter, Sigel, Reno. Federal army retreated to Centreville. 
Battle vividly described by Pollard in The Lost Cause, pp. 305-309. 

*J. B. L.—J. B. Likens mentioned above, note 35. 

“Mr. Hartridge of Georgia—Julian; 1862-1865. 
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Virginia*? spoke—disappointed in his speech—some of it unfor- 
tunate. At night heard Senator W.** spread out extensively in 
an adjoining room. He is a desperate man—a tyrant at heart, 
yet a man of wonderful ability. Strange that such a mind should 
be combined with such a heart. 

Sept. 6th Saturday. Called on the President in regard to 
young Starr.** Proposed to appoint him a cadet. Conscript law 
under discussion in the House. Heard an excellent speech from 
Mr. Clopton of Ala.“* Reed. many letters today. One from E 
10th Aug. & 2 from Anna 14th & 18th. Thank God they were 
all in good health. In the vote in the House today I voted for 
Gaither’s*® substitute as between that & Bonhams. 

Sept. 7th Sunday. Heard Rev. Peterkin*® preach—Episcopa- 
lian. Excellent sermon. Felt quite unwell. Wrote Eliza a long 
letter. Went to church at night. Could not get a seat for the 
crowd. Stood up & was much fatigued. Heard a good sermon 
trom Dr. Wm. A. Smith—plain & practical—text “Add to your 
faith virtue ete.” The theme was the proper exercise of all the 
Christian virtues so as to prevent any one from being excessive & 


so running into error by extremes ete. etc. Feel very bad. 

Sept. 8th A poor barefooted young soldier (Whittlesey) ** 
came to my room before breakfast—only 17 years of age. Oh the 
suffering in this war. Worked him through the department & 
got him discharged & paid. Conscript law discussed in the House. 

Sept. 9th Worked in the Deps. for G. F. Border & J. J. Ner- 
went.** The latter is a distant relative & I owe much to his 
Father. Must help him all I can. Wright of Georgia*® in the 
House introduced a resolution looking to the appointment of a 


“Preston of Virginia—Walter. Admitted July 22, 1861; served 1861-64. 

“Senator W.—colleague, Senator Wigfall; see note 117. 

“Young Starr. Son of James H. Starr of Nacogdoches and afterwards 
Marshall. 

“Mr. Clopton of Alabama. David Clopton. Member of First and See- 
ond Congresses. 

“Gaither. Burgess S. (N. C.), 1862-1865; Milledge L. Bonham, 8S. C., 
resigned January 17, 1863. 

“Rev. Peterkin. Probably afterwards Peterkin of W. Va. 

“Whittlesey—Unknown. 

*“G. F. Border. Brother of Colonel John Border who was commander 
of the Prison Camp at Tyler, Texas. George Border was son-in-law of 
General Travis G. Broocks of San Augustine. J. J. Nerwent—Unknown. 


“Wright of Georgia—Augustus R., 1861-1864. 
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commission to confer with the U. S. Govt. as to the mode of 
conducting the war to prevent cruelty & barbarity etc. Upon the 
question of reference to Military Committee the house refused 
to refer. I voted against referring. Went to bed at 12 M. 

Sept. 10th Weary & feeling bad this morning. Conscript bill 
discussed in the House. Chambers®® made a good speech but he 
went too far in claiming power for the Confederate Govt. Every- 
body tired of the discussion. Did a foolish thing this evening. 
Signed a recommendation for Stone** to be appointed Brig. Genl. 
Ought to have said no & am angry with myself for not doing so. 
Wilcox®? is a man of low taste. Ridicules pious things which I 
do not like. 

Sept. 12th Friday. Did nothing in the House today. The 
whole session was occupied in a fruitless discussion of the policy 
of the war—whether it should be invasive on our part now or 
defensive. I think all that should be left to the Generals. Went 
with Graham at night to see some ladies. Disgusted with Wig- 
fall’s*? talk. Found Wilcox in my room on my return. He & 
Graham quarreled. Wilcox was wrong. Left to me for decision. 
Finally became reconciled. Wasted all the time I wanted to de- 
vote to thinking. Oh Lord have mercy on all mankind. 

Sept. 13th Letters from home today. The Lord be praised, 
all well. Had a letter from Sammy which he wrote himself—& 
one from Sally written by Anna at her dictation. Oh how I wish 
I could see them. May God take care of them. In the House 
the bill—which I offered on the 20th to increase the pay of the 
soldiers $4 per month in all arms of the service—was reported 
from the Military Committee & passed by a large majority, I 
think but 5 dissenting voices. Wrote at night to Gen. Broocks.** 

14th Sunday. Rode to the Battlefield of Seven Pines*®® with 


“Chambers, Henry C.—Congressman from Mississippi. Admitted March 
8, 1862. Served 1862-1865. 

™Stone—Unknown. 

“Wilcon (C), John A., Congressman from Texas, 1862; died Febru- 
ary 7, 1864. 

“Wigfall, Williamson S.—Senator from Texas, 1862-1865. A strong, 
outspoken States’ rights advocate. 

“General Broocks—Gen. Travis Gustavus Broocks; commanded the 
Texas troops in the suppression of the Regulator and Moderator troubles. 

Battlefield of Seven Pines, about six miles from Richmond. Here a 
battle was fought May 31, 1862, with terrible bloodshed. Confederate 
loss more than 4,000; Federal loss 5,739. Generals J. E, Johnston, D. H. 
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Judge Reagan.** Not much interested as the Judge could not 
remember the ground accurately. Came back with a headache— 
took tea with Guy Bryan.** Went to church. Heard a good ser- 
mon from Rey. Dr. Minnegerode.** The subject was “reckless 
perseverance in a course of evil’”—well handled. Finished a let- 
ter to Anna. Head still aches. 

Sept. 15th Very busy with soldiers until the House met. Vote 
taken on Smith’s (of N.C.) amendment to the bill of Military 
Committee. J voted for it. Lost by a tie vote. Wrote home in 
the evening. 

Sept. 16th Worked for soldiers in the morning. In the House 
the previous question was ordered on the Conscription bill from 
the Military Committee, without getting to the second session. I 
am disgusted with deliberative bodies—at least with this. Hand- 
ley’s®*® amendment providing for apportioning the troops to be 
called out among the different states so as to allow each state 
credit for the number already furnished & to consider the amount 
furnished by each state in calling upon the states again etc. ete. 
was adopted. I voted for it. Ayers®® amendment providing for 
calling out all below 34 before any others should be called, was 
lost. I voted for this, too. Then the House adjourned. The 
| House today passed a resolution to adjourn on the 30th inst— 
with only two bills so far having become laws. Oh judgment 
thou art fled to brutish beasts! I voted against this. 

Sept. 17th Sent letters home by E. Price.*t Worked for a sol- 
dier till 11 A.M. Called by request at the P. O. Department— 
found a petition asking the removal of J. H. Lewis,® signed by 
107 citizens of San Augustine County—& among them the most 


Hill, Longstreet, Huger, Smith—Confederate leaders. General McClellan 
—Union leader. 

“Judge Reagan; John H. Postmaster General of the Confederate 
States; afterwards U. S. senator from Texas. 

“Guy Bryan—Guy M. Bryan; nephew of Stephen F. Austin, ete. 

“Dr. Minnegerode, Episcopal clergyman of Virginia, and uncle of 
Bishop C. M. Beckwith of Alabama, formerly of Texas. 

“Handley (Congressman), Thomas B. Handley, Arkansas, 1862-1865. 

“Ayers (C.)—Lewis M. Ayer, South Carolina; admitted March 6, 1862; 
1862-1865. 

*E. Price—Unknown. Possibly E. E. Price, son of Colonel Elijah 
Price of San Augustine. 

@J. H. Lewis. John H. Lewis, Postmaster at San Augustine for many 
years. 
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respectable & substantial citizens of the Co.—a letter also from 
Gen. T. G. B.** (Among the signers of the petition I noticed 
several of Lewis’ old friends—instance R. Waterhouse** I told 
Col. Clements that such a petition could not be disregarded. 

Vote in the House on the Conscript Law proceeded with. I 
voted against Bonham’s substitute. I voted for Harris amend- 
ment to strike out 45 & insert 40 years. I voted against the Sen- 
ate bill which Vest of Missouri® offered as a substitute for our 
bill. I voted against Chilton’s®® substitute as between that & the 
House bill. I voted for Handley’s explanatory amendment & for 
the bill on its final passage." 

Called with Judge R.** on Mrs. Mallory. 

Sept. 18th Thursday—Thanksgiving day appointed by procla- 
mation of the President. Went to church at 11 A.M. Heard an 
excellent sermon from Rev. Dr. Doggett of the M. E. Church." 
“Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” At 3 went with some ladies 
& gentlemen on a pleasure excursion to Drury’s Bluff? on the 
James River. Quite a pleasant party. Mr. G. & I accompanied 
the Misses Campbell. The works of defense are very elaborate & 
thorough. Large guns some casemated & some open. The place 
is one of the most admirable for defence which could be selected. 
On our return, Mr. G. had a contretemps with one of the Misses 
C.—unfortunate. Got home too late for regular supper & supper 
at a restaurant. 


“Gen. T. G. B.—General Travis G. Broocks of San Augustine. See 
note 52. 

*R. Waterhouse—Colonel Richard Waterhouse, who was colonel in the 
Mexican War and the father of General Richard Waterhouse, C. S. A. 
Col. Clements—Unknown. 

“Vest of Missouri—George G. Vest, admitted Provisional Congress 
December 2, 1861; served 1861-1864; admitted Second Congress Nov. 7, 
1864; appointed Senator January 12, 1865. 

“Chilton, William P., Alabama; served 1861-1865. 

“Conscription bill proved both helpful and harmful to the South. See 
Pollard, Secret History of the Confederacy (Chapter 18). 

“Judge R. Judge Reagan. See above. (Note 56.) 

”Rev. Dr. Doggett. See note 17. 

“Drury’s Bluff (should be Dreury’s Bluff): This bluff on the James 
River was fortified by Captain A. H. Dreury in 1862. A Union fleet, 
attempting to pass it, was driven back, May 15, 1862; and thereafter it 
served as a bar to attacks on Richmond by water. On June 16, 1864, 
Longstreet’s corps of Lee’s army crossed the river there going to the de- 
fense of Petersburg, in Chesterfield County, nine miles south of Richmond. 
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News of another great fight.”* 

Sept. 19th Friday—Worked for a soldier T. C. Hunt’ tiil 10. 
Called on the Secy. of War with Col. G. The sub-committee of 
the Trans-Mississippi delegation had a long interview with the 
Secy. of War. He promised all we could ask—20,000 stand of 
arms had been ordered to the Dep 5,000 of which had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. Of the remaining 15,000—4,000 were 
for Gen. R. Taylor of La.,** 2,600 had gone to Gen. Holmes**— 
2,600 more were at Chattanooga for repair. The balance at 
Manassas & 40 waggons had gone after them. Favorable intima- 
tions as to commander, etc. Said he sent 40 round ammunition 
with guns—20 cannon had been sent also. 

In the House I voted for Wright’s (Geo.)** bill to furlough sick 
soldiers. G. became warm about it. Passed off. Think neither 
of us understood the bill as we ought to. 

Sept. 20th, Saturday. Could not see the President according 
to appointment as to the Trans-Mississippi Department.”® In the 
House passed a bill, reported by Judge Gray to increase the facili- 
ties for paying arrearages due deceased soldiers. Feel bad at not 
receiving letters from home. Called on some ladies at night at 
the Spotswood Hotel.** Mrs. Bruce is a beautiful woman—\irs. 


™On September 17, the Federal garrison at Mumfordsville surrendered 
to General Bragg’s “advanced divisions.” (Pollard, The Lost Cause.) 

On September 19, this resolution was passed: “The Congress of the 
Confederate States do resolve, That the thanks of Congress are hereby 
tendered to Maj.-Gen. John Bankhead Magruder and to the officers and 
men under his command for their gallantry and distinguished service in 
the first battle of the war at Bethel, and in the protracted defense of 
the Peninsula for many months against the overwhelming numbers and 
boundless resources of the enemy.” 

“Thomas C. Hunt of San Augustine County—Related to Memucan Hunt. 

*Gen. R. Taylor of La.—Presumably Richard Taylor. See note 273. 

“Gen. Holmes—See note 224. 

™Wright. See above, note 49. (Geo. is used as abbreviation of 
Georgia, not George.) 

*Trans-Mississippi Department consisted of Texas, Arkansas, and 
Louisiana; one of the three geographical divisions of the Southern forces, 

"Spottswood Hotel was located on the southeast corner of Main and 
Eighth Streets. It “was in Tan Row block; the name, ‘Tan Row,’ was 
on account of a tannery that had been located there. The hotel occu- 
pied about half of the block on the south side of the street. The war 
post office of the Confederate States was in this hotel. It was destroyed 
by fire, December 25, 1870. 

Lee stopped at this hotel after resigning from West Point. It was 
Davis’ stopping place when he was in Richmond for his trial. General 
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McQueen an amiable & agreeable one. News of another great 
battle in Maryland in which our losses are great & our success 
not so decided as we hoped for. Anxiously await further par- 
ticulars. 

Sept. 21st Sunday—No letters from home today. Feel an- 
noyed. Heard Rev. Dr. Hodge** preach an excellent sermon. 
Wrote to Eliza. 

Sept. 22nd Monday. News from our army rather dubious. 
Feel quite anxious about the battles of Wednesday & Thursday 
last.” Had an interview with the President in company with 
others of a committee from the Trans-Mississippi delegation. 
Rather a disagreeable one in several particulars. The President 
was irritated & lacked dignity for the first time with my obser- 
vation. He treated me personally very well & spoke well of 
Texas. Nothing of importance done in the House. 

Sept. 23d No letters again this morning. What can delay the 
mails? One from Gen. B.*° asking L to be appointed Capt. of a 
company of Partisan Rangers. Fear I cannot accomplish what 
he wants but will strain every nerve to accomplish it. Arkansas 
election case*' again voted on & again postponed for more testi- 
mony. I voted to postpone. Commenced discussing the bill to 
raise a revenue. (I call it a bungling attempt to disguise a 
forced loan). Mr. Reuner*? speaking. Felt badly all day from 
sleeping so little last night. Committee on T.M. etc. etc. met 
Sherman’s headquarters were also there when his army passed through 
Richmond to Washington.” Kernodle, Guide Book of the City of Rich- 
mond, 1929, page 57.) 

“Rev. Dr. Hodge. Rev. Moses D. Hoge, D. D., pastor Second Presby- 
terian Chureh at 5th Street, near Main Street. 

*Battles of September 17 and 18. The Battle of Antietam was fought 
September 17, 1862, between McClellan’s and Lee’s forces. It was a 
bloody battle, considered a victory for the Southern forces, but it was 
followed by Sharpsburg, which caused deplorable losses in Southern 
ranks. Lee has been both criticized and defended for the Sharpsburg 
encounter. 

Gen. B. General T. G. Broocks. See above. (Note 54.) 

“Arkansas election case. At an Arkansas convention, Mar. 4, 1861, 
both Unionists and secessionists were present. It was decided that on 
the first Monday in August by general State balloting the matter of 
“Secession” or “Cooperation” would be put to the people. Hostilities at 
Ft. Sumter, however, produced such excitement that the convention was 
hurriedly called together on May 6. The leaders were secessionists and 


the leaders, doubtless under pressure, changed their votes. The announced 
vote was 69 for secession and one for cooperation. 


Reuner—Unknown. 
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tonight. Agreed to report a bill repealing all laws on the sub- 
ject of commutation in kind & requiring the Government to fur- 
nish clothing in kind. 

Sept. 24th Went to see some soldiers in Hospital. Reed. let- 
ter from Eliza to 2d Sept. Thankful I am to hear from her. 
Praised be the Lord that all were well to that time. Nothing of 
importance done in the House. Gave to Q.M.G. office the rank, 
pay & allowance of a Brig. Gen.“* Took up the Exemption bill.** 

Sept. 25th Quite unwell this morning. Conscript bill of the 
Senate with some amendments passed the House. I voted for it 
with many misgivings and doubts. Feel badly about it. Disagree- 
able scene with Herbert.“* Think I have found a place for 
L.W.B.** Much obliged to Mr. Lyon of Alabama.** 

Oct. 5th Have been sick ever since last entry—am so yet. 
Have dragged myself to the house almost every day & remained 
an hour or two which injured me. Some matters of importance 
have occurred. Exemption bill—I amended it some. Voted 
against it in its final passage because the clause “exempting all 
those exempted by the laws of any state’ was striken out.S I 
think the matter of exemptions should be left to the states. 

The Bill amending the law in regard to privateering and mak- 
ing its provisions more liberal*® also passed. I[ voted for it. 
Crenzbar’s improvement in naval vessels also passed—lI for it. 

“Mr. Barksdale’s amendment to the first section of the bill referred 
from the Senate, amending an act providing for establishment and or- 
ganization of a general staff for the Army of the Confederacy, read: 
“That hereafter the Quartermaster-General, the Commissary General, 


the Chief of Ordinance, and the Chief Officer of the Engineer Corps shall 
have the rank, pay & allowance of a brigadier-general.” 

“Exemption Bill of Senate: Senate amended Bill of the House. House 
refused to accept amendment. Conference Committee appointed. 

*Herbert,—M. C. Caleb C. Herbert of Texas, 1862-1864; admitted 
Second Congress Nov. 21, 1864, 

*L. W. B. Lycurgus W. Broocks, son of Gen. T. J. Broocks. 

‘Mr. Lyon of Ala.—Francis S8.; 1862-1864; admitted to Second Con- 
gress May 4, 1864; served remainder of time. 

“Exemption bill. House disagreed on Senate bill No. 62, “to exempt 
certain persons from military duty, and to repeal ‘an act to exempt cer- 
tain persons from enrollment for service in the Army of the Confederate 
States.’” Conference committee ironed out differences. House passed 
the favorable report of committee. 

*Privateering Bill. At the end of a bill entitled “An Act to amend 
an act recognizing the existence of war between the U.S. and the Con- 
federate States” were words, which, when amended, read “Provided, That 
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Oct. 6th Monday. Thank God I feel some better. Oh may 
my health continue to improve. Got to the House at 12 M. 
Reuners revenue bill up. Geo. (?) McRae“ made a good speech 
for & Mr. Clapp*' against the Bill. On motion to lay it on the 
table I voted Aye. We prevailed. Had a pleasant talk with 
Cousin Sam Willson.*? 

Oct. 7th Tuesday. Coughed much this morning. Introduced 
Capt. Willson®* to the President. Hope he made a good impres- 
sion. Gladdened by letter from Eliza. All well to 18th Sept. 
Habeas Corpus bill (proposing to give the President power to 
suspend in certain cases)** up for consideration. No final action 
taken. Rode out with Judge Reagan on horseback. Enjoyed the 
ride. 

Wednesday Oct. 8th. Nothing of special interest occurred. 

Thursday 9th Feel very badly today. Voted No on the bill 
authorizing the suspension of writ of Habeas Corpus by the Presi- 
dent. The bill passed—feel not fully satisfied with my vote. 
There are cases in these times when it should be suspended yet 
it is a dangerous thing to tinker with. I am willing to give the 
power to the President, but not to anybody else. I am not sure 
but we can get along without suspending it. 

Friday 10th October. Passed a bill to relieve the army of 
ignorant & incompetent officers. I voted for it after getting in 
Gartrels** amendment securing a hearing for the officers. Feel 
very badly today. Nothing of importance done in the House. 
Rode out with Judge Reagan. Pleasant ride. Night session of 


the name of the vessel shall appear in the letter of marque so soon as 
the same shall be taken possession of as a privateer and before proceed- 
ing to take prizes.” 

“Geo. McRae. Must be John J. McRae of Mississippi; 1862-1864. 

“Mr. Clapp (M. C. from Mississippi) J. W. Clapp; 1862-1864. 

“Cousin Sam Willson—Judge Sam Willson of the Court of Appeals. 

“Probably Sam Willson mentioned above; or perhaps Capt. John Wil- 
son who commanded Capt. Benton’s company at the close of the war. 

“Habeas Corpus bill—‘‘President Davis was empowered by Congress to 
declare the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in 
cities threatened with invasion, and, by virtue of this authority did in 
numerous cases declare martial law in cities so threatened. . . . At 
a later period of the War, martial law was proclaimed and a passport 
system established, that, though onerous, was made necessary by the 
exigencies of the times.” (The History of North America (George Bar- 
rie and Sons, publishers), Vol. XIV.) 

“Gartrel (C)—Lucius J., Georgia, 1862-1864. 
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the House. Appropriations for month of January passed. Went 
to Judge Reagans room with G & G & drank some wine. Feel 
better. 

Saturday 11th Feel very badly today. Much confusion in the 
House. Night session until nearly 12 M. Voted against the bill 
giving a secretary to the Vice President. Long & interesting let- 
ter from Anna. All well to 24th Thank God. Had not received 
the money sent by Dr. Howard. Cannot understand this. 

Sunday 12th Feel badly today. Went to church. Heard Rev. 
H. A. Wise Jr.°® Good sermon from “God is love”. Graham & 
T dined at Restaurant. Spent the evening with Mr. Lewis very 
pleasantly. 

Monday 13th House in session most of the day in much con- 
fusion—disgraceful scene between Foote & Dargan.** Cannot re- 
member much that occurred. Adjourned at 5 P.M. Feel very 
badly tonight. Prospects of the Country seem gloomy. Raining 
& tricky weather.®’* 


* * * * * * * * % a * 
Monday Jany 12th 1863. H.R. met at 12 M. No quorum— 
adjourned. 


13th H.R. met at 12. Quorum present. Mr. Curry of Ala.°* 
elected speaker pro tem, the speaker not being present—made a 
most excellent & elegant short speech. No quorum in the Senate. 
House refused to adjourn. I believe our action all irregular. Com- 
mittee appt by the House to act with the committee of the Senate 
to wait on the President & inform him of the organization ete. 
(Com Holt of Ga., Sexton of Texas & Goode of Va)—cannot act 
until Senate is organized. Bill to increase pay of soldiers intro- 


“Rev. H. A. Wise, Jr., of Richmond. Henry A. lived 7th Street about 
Clay. 

“Dargan (C)—E. S., Alabama; 1862-1864. Foote (C)—Henry S., 
Tennessee; 1862-1864; formerly elected member of the U.S. Senate (1847) 
from Mississippi; governor of Miss. 1852-54; actively opposed Jefferson 
Davis’ policies; author of Texas and Texans (2 volumes); The War of 
the Rebellion; Personal Reminiscences. 

“aInterim not recorded by F. B. Sexton. (October 13, 1862-January 
12, 1863.) 

“Curry of Ala. (C)—Jabez L. M.; 1861-1864. Historian; author of 
The Southern States in their Relation to the Constitution of the United 
States and the Resulting Union; Civil History of the Confederate States. 
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duced by Mr, Curry—also bill to repeal exemption act as to 20 
negro provision®® ete. referred to Military Committee. 

Commenced boarding at Miss Yarboroughs & rooming at Mrs. 
Motley’s.1° At night very much annoyed on unpacking my carpet- 
bag to find that Anna’s package containing Mrs. B’s likeness was 
left. Graham sick at night with cholic—feel uneasy about him— 
he suffers much. 

Wednesday 14th Filed applications for arrears due deceased 
soldiers in 1st Auditors office. Attended to obtaining commission 
for W. W. Barrett’® as A.Q.M. & to Robert Rogers’®* claim. Am 
to be answered on Saturday in regard to Rogers’ claim. Quorum 
in both houses today. President’s message’®* read. It is the best 
state paper I have ever read—5,000 copies ordered to be printed 
for which I voted. Wrote to Anna about leaving Mrs. B’s likeness. 
Wrote to Eliza by Capt. Hunter’* & enclosed her $350. Had a 
dreadful attack of sick headache. Took large doses of morphine & 
went to bed early. 

Thursday Jany 15th, 1863. Headache relieved this morning 
tho I feel quite stupid from the effect of morphine. Had a squabble 
with Mr. Offert’’® about the Columbus P.O. Appealed to P.M. 
General. In the House nothing was done except that the death 
of Senator Preston’’® was announced and eulogies upon him pro- 


“20 Negro Provision (Exemption Act: “To secure the proper police 
of the country . . . one person as agent, owner, or overseer on each 
plantation of 20 negroes & furthermore, for additional police for every 
20 negroes on 2 or more plantations within 5 miles of each other, & each 
having less than 20 negroes & on which there is no white male adult not 
liable to military duty, 1 person being the oldest of the owners or over- 
seers on such plantations.” 

“Mrs. Motley. Presumably Mrs. Mary Mottley; boarding house on east 
side of 8th Street between Marshall and Clay. 

™Unknown. Perhaps of Nacogdoches, Texas. 

“Robert Rogers—Unknown. Cannot be identified with the Rogers of 
Nacogdoches. 

President’s Message, Jan. 14, 1863. Reviewed military situation, 
foreign relations, Emancipation Proclamation, ete. “A review of our 
history during the 2 years of our national existence affords ample cause 
for congratulation and demands the most fervent expression of our 
thankfulness to the Almighty Father who has blessed our cause.” Inter- 
esting in light of later events. 

Capt. Hunter—Unknown. 

Mr. Offert—H. St. George Offutt (Missouri), Chief of Contract 
Bureau. 

“Senator Preston, William B.; Virginia; member Provisional Con- 
gress 1861-1862; died January 15, 1862. 


pak 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Diary of a Confederate Congressman, 1862-1863 291 
0] 


nounced. The speeches of Staples & Goode of Virginia’’* were 
very eloquent & appropriate. Feel better in the evening. 

Friday 16th In the House Baldwin of Va."** made a long & 
able speech on Financial affairs. Quite unwell today. 

Saturday 17th Have been so unwell (until today 20th) that I 
do not precisely recollect what was done. Nothing of importance 
though I am sure. Think I voted against a proposition to inquire 
what it would cost to have the debates reported ete. 

Sunday 18th Went to church & heard an excellent sermon from 
Rev. Dr. Duncan.’ Wrote to E & R. 

Monday 19th In the House the proposition to negotiate a 
foreign loan came up. Some hard words between Foote & Reuner. 
Think I shall favor the Bill. Very sick this afternoon & night. 

Tuesday 20th Very feeble & feeling very badly this morning. 
Took medicine last night. Got out about 11 A.M. Called on the 
President as to Jas. F. Starrs’?® cadetship. Sam Willson’? & 
Burnetts'? appts. In the House the Bill to negotiate a foreign 
loan (in secret session) passed by 58 yeas, 7 nays. Ayes & noes 
recorded. Graham, Sexton & Wright*?* in the affirmative. No 
other Texans here. Raining hard out. Oh what a climate this 
in Va. is! How our poor soldiers must suffer tonight! Oh God 
have mercy on them. 

Wednesday 21st Called to see Seevy War about Horn, Sanders, 
Sharp, Cecil, Cundiff & Wyatt Teel™’* etc. etc. In the House the 
bill was reported from the Mil. Committee abolishing all exemp- 
tions except for the State & Confederate officers. Recommitted. 

™Staples, Waller R.—Congressman from Virginia, served in Provi- 
sional Congress from May 7, 1861; served in First and Second Congresses. 
Goode of Va. (C)—John, Jr.; 1862-1864. 

“Baldwin of Virginia—John B.; admitted to Congress February 27, 
1862; 1862-64. 

Rey. Dr. Duncan (Richmond)—James A., editor Christian Advocate; 
residence north side 9th Street above Leigh. 

James F. Starr. See above. Son of James H. Starr of Nacogdoches 
and afterwards Marshall. (Note 43.) 

™Sam Willson—See above, note 92, 

™Burnett—Unknown. 

*Wright of Texas—William B.; 1862-1864. 

™*Horn—Possibly C. C. Horn of San Augustine. Sanders—perhaps F, 
W. Sanders of San Augustine County. Sharp—possibly LaFayette Sharp 
of San Augustine, or his brother Wm. F. Sharp. Cecil and Cundiff— 


Unknown. Wyat Teel—son of George Teel, pioneer settler in San Augus- 
tine County. 
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At night met the Committee on Q.M & Commissary’s Dep ete. 
Sat till after 10 P.M. Feel badly. 

Thursday 22d. In the House the vote on the Re-commitment of 
the exemption bill was taken by ayes & noes,—carried by 37-34. 
Hilton of Fla.*** moved to reconsider on which sprung up a debate 
which occupied the day. Mr. Curry of Ala.’!® made a fine speech. 
He is a good & able man. At dinner I was supremely disgusted 
at Wigfalls'” abuse of Curry. If he, W., was the 10th part as 
good as Curry he might have some hope of ultimate redemption. 
He (W) is surely a very bad man. Suffer much tonight with 
cholic ete. etc. Wrote to E today. No letters from home yet. 

Friday 23d In the House the bill to repeal the 20 negro exemp- 
tion clause passed unanimously. The general exemption bill came 
up for discussion & no vote was taken. House adjourned over until 
Monday. Met the committee on Q.M. & Com. Dep. & Mil. Transp. 
etc. tonight. Feel disappointed in not yet hearing from home. 
Miserable, cloudy, rainy, gloomy weather. 

Saturday 24th No session today. Heard from home. Feel 
thankful. Had a letter from Anna. Saw Col. Wheats’*’ funeral. 
Judge Gray & Wilcox’ arrived tonight. Sat up very late listening 
to Judge Grays description of the fight at Galveston & the taking 
of the Harriet Lane.’*° 

Sunday 25th Went to St. James Church (Episcopal)*? in the 
morning. Tried to write to Anna. Tormented to death with 
company. At night went to Methodist Church & heard Mr, Dun- 
can preach. 

Monday 26th No vote in the House on any important proposi- 


“Hilton of Florida, Congressman. Robert B.; 1862-1865. 

“Mr. Curry of Alabama. See above, note 98, 

™“Wigfall, Louis T.; Senator from Texas, 1862-1865; mentioned above. 
See entry of September 5, 1862. 

“SColonel Wheat—Unknown. Possibly Colonel Wheat of Rockland, who 
gave the land on which that town is built. 

“Judge Gray. See above, note 32. Wilcox—See note 52. 

“The Harriet Lane. War vessel. Galveston had been in possession of 
Federal army. General Magruder arranged simultaneous naval and mili- 
tary Operations which proved successful and Galveston was taken. The 
Harriet Lane, carrying 4 heavy guns and two 24-pounder howitzers, was 
a union ship, and gallantly defended by Captain Wainwright. The Bayou 
City, commanded by Commodore Leon Smith, captured her. 

“St. James Episcopal Church—Corner of Marshall and 5th Streets. 
Reverend Joshua Peterkin was the pastor. (Richmond City Directory, 
1856. ) 
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tion. At night met the Committee on Q.M. & Com. Deps & Mil. 
Transportation. Sent Eliza $1,000 today by Mr. C. C. Campbell, 
who takes it to Mobile & from there Mr. Bonsel Baker’** will take it. 

Tuesday 27th Jany. Various bills & resolutions introduced. 
Foote spoke about 2/3 of the time. What a nuisance he is. I 
voted to suspend the rules in order to consider a resolution ex- 
pression our confidence in the friendly intentions ete ete of the 
French Emperor.’** Rules not suspended & resolution referred to 
Com. on Foreign Affairs. Secret session. No vote on Senate Bill 
for foreign loan. At night met committee on Q. M. ete. Recd 
the Com Genls “review” etc. of the contract with Haxall, Cren- 
shaw!4 & Co. This will be a troublesome case. Wrote ete. until 1 
o’clock. Oh what labor does a public man impose on himself. 

Wednesday 28th Visited the Texas Hospital this morning. 
Good institution well managed. Snowing fiercely. In the House 
I introduced a Resolution instruction the Judiciary Com to inquire 
ete as to disfranchising all who refuse to aid us or who may aid & 
assist the enemy. Foreign loan bill from the Senate passed our 
House. I voted Aye. At night investigated Maj. F. G. Ruffin’s**® 
connexion with the flour contract of H. C. & Co. Investigation 
almost a farce. There is however no evidence showing him to have 
any connexion or complicity with the matter. 

Thursday 29th Executed bond with Nelson’*® this morning. 
Feel badly about it. But had a distinct understanding with the 
Secy of Navy?" that it was to be withdrawn and another substituted 
as soon as Nelson could forward it. In the house the substitute 
question was discussed, i.e. whether when a man has employed a 
substitute for the army under the law authorizing it, the Govern- 
ment ought afterward to conscribe the principal. I think not 
most clearly. The Govt has power to do so—but it is such a de- 
parture from good faith as nothing but the most imperious neces- 
sity could justify. Wrote to E. Met Com at night. 


™C, C., Campbell and Bonsel Baker—Unknown. 

“The French government was much interested in the establishment of 
the Maximilian empire in Mexico. The U. S. looked askance at their 
affairs because of the Monroe Doctrine. The Confederacy hoped that war 
between France and the United States would result. 

™Haxall, Crenshaw & Company, flour millers at foot of Twelfth Street. 

“Major F, G. Ruffin—Editor of Southern Planter. 

“°Nelson—Unknown. 

“Secretary of Navy—Stephen R. Mallory, appointed March 4, 1861. 


aft 
af 
= 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
yeu 
| 
t 
| 


294 Southwestern Historical Quarterly 


Friday 30th Nothing of importance done in the house. Drew 
for seats. Discussed the Substitute bill. Met Committee at night. 
Commenced examining witnesses in the matter of the Flour Con- 
tract of the Com. Genl with Haxhall, Crenshaw & Co. Came home 
4 to 12 at night. Members of Congress have hard work to do for 
very small glory! ! 

Saturday 31st No session today. Heard from E & A. Thanks 
be to God, they were well & all my little ones. Rode out with 
Judge R. Took tea at Mrs. M’s. Called on Mrs. Wortham. Sat 
up with G & G till 1. Had a good time socially. 

Sunday Feby 1st [1863] Went to church—Baptist. Heard 
Rey. Dr. Burrows'**—good sermon. Minister has a fine voice. 
Dined with Nelson at Davenports'**—good dinner. Wrote home 
at night. 

Monday 2nd No important business done in the House today. 
Had a long session of Q.M. Committee tonight. Disagreeable in- 
terruption with Geo. McRae. Sat till 12 o’clock. 

Tuesday 3d Kept out of the house two hours by having an 
opportunity to write & send some few things home. House passed 
a bill giving transportation to soldiers for the war as well as re- 
enlisted soldiers’®’ etc. Collier’s amendment to exemption bill 
defeated. Long session of Committee Q.M. at night. Coldest 
night of the season. 

Wednesday 4th Saw Surg Gen about Roberts commission. 
Saw Georgus™? about L.W.B."™* at night for a Lieut. Appropria- 
tion bill passed the House. Foote spoke on the Foreign consul 
clause. Swan'** made a written speech—read it. Did not go to 
committee at night. Wrote to Roberts, L.W.B. & home. 


“’Rey. Dr. Burrows: J. S. L.; home north side of Grace Street above 
Fifth. 

™Davenports—Unknown. 

“Bill giving transportation to soldiers for the war as well as re-en- 
listed soldiers: “An Act granting transportation to troops who volun- 
teered for the war;” returned from the Senate with amendments, which 
substituted for the original bill these words: ‘That non-commissioned 
officers and privates who have been mustered into service for the war, 
and to whom furloughs may be granted for not more than 60 days, shall 
be entitled to transportation home and back; provided, That this allow- 
ance shall only be made once during the term of enlistment of such non- 
commissioned officers and privates.” 

™“Georgus—General Josiah Georgus, Chief of Ordnance. 

W. B.—See note 86. 

“Swan, William G. of Tennessee; Congressman, 1862-1864. 
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Thursday 5th Snowing hard this morning & raining at night. 
What a climate is this! No vote of importance taken in the House. 
In secret session Mr. Boyce* introduced resolutions looking to a 
division of the Northern States—proposing if our independence is 
acknowledged to consider the free navigation of the Miss. & re- 
ciprocal fur trade with the N.W. States—excluding New England.**° 
West made some “startling revelations.” 

Friday 6th In the house passed the bill to transfer soldiers who 
had enlisted in regiments not from their own states to Regts from 
their own states. I voted Aye. In secret session had Boyce’s 
resolutions again up for consideration. Much talk from Lyons, 
Crockett, Hodge’** etc. No action. Passed the bill giving trans- 
portation to soldiers for the war.*** 

Saturday 7th Disappointed in not receiving letters from home 
today. In the House the discussion as to “dividing & conquering 
the N.W. States” continued in secret session without any vote. 

—, Clapp of Miss., & Vest of Mo. formed an excellent 
one. 

Sunday 8th Went to church & heard Dr. Doggett preach. 
Wrote to Anna. At night heard Bishop Johns™* with Lewis. 
Had much talk with Graham. 


™Mr. Boyce—William W. of South Carolina; Congressman, 1861-1865. 

*Resolutions by Boyce made in secret session to substitute for an 
amendment of original resolutions made by a joint committee: 

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Con- 
federate States, That it is the sense of Congress that if peace can be 
obtained on the basis of an acknowledgment of our independence, and 
the just settlement of the issues growing out of the war, by the con- 
cession to the Northern States, excepting the New England States, of the 
free navigation of the Mississippi, and a reciprocity treaty of free trade, 
such concession should be made. 

That a secret agent should be sent to Canada to promote the above 

olicy. 

‘ That the sum of —————— dollars be placed at the disposal of the 
President to be used as a secret service fund for the purpose contem- 
plated in these resolutions. 

Motion was made to postpone indefinitely further consideration of the 
resolutions and amendments and to make them the special order for 
Tuesday next. 

Lyons (M. C.)—James Lyons of Virginia; 1862-1864. Crockett (C) 
—John W.; Kentucky, 1862-1864. Hodge (C)—George B.; Kentucky; 
admitted to Provisional Congress February 6, 1861; served First Con- 
gress, 1862-1864. 

“Transportation bill. Noted above. (Note 130.) 


“Bishop Johns. Born in New Castle, Delaware, July 10, 1796. Ed- 
ucated in the College of New Jersey. After graduating in 1815, he re- 
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Monday 9th House passed a bill abolishing flogging in the 
Army. I voted for it—passed unanimously no count being de- 
manded. Miles & Conrad**® discussed the exemption bill without 
coming to any vote. Met Q.M. Com. at night. Wrote to Anna 
& Gen. B. 

Tuesday 10th In the House voted against meeting at 11. 
Hodge’ introduced Resolutions in regard to making slaves of all 
negroes found in arms against us from the North—referred to 
Judiciary Committee. Exemption bill voted on. I voted against 
Collier’s substitute’? both as a substitute for the Repeal of the Mil. 
Com. & after its adoption as a substitute for that report. It was 
adopted as a substitute & on the final vote rejected. Bill to 
regulate impressments came up & House adjourned. Met Q.M. 
Com. until 11 at night & had to leave before Com. adjourned. Left 
precisely at 11 P.M. 

Wednesday 11th In the House rejected Duff Green’s memorial 
& argument on the finances.'*? In secret session had up Boyce’s 
resolutions as to N. Western relations. Boyce made a fine speech. 
Did not conclude & House adjourned. 

Thursday 12th In the House the Impressment bill’** was dis- 
cussed without coming to a vote. Met Q.M. Com. at night. Wrote 


mained at Princeton two years, studying theology. Ordained in 1819. 
When Bishop Meade of Virginia requested the appointment of an assist- 
ant bishop, the Convention close Johns. Still continuing as assist- 
ant bishop, Johns became President of William and Mary College, Wil- 
liamsburg, Virginia, resigning in 1854. When Bishop Meade died, 1862, 
Johns succeeded him. He died April 4, 1876. 

%°Miles—See note 20. Conrad—See note 30. 

™Hodge—See note 136. 

™Collier’s Substitute for Exemption Bill. Mr. Collier moved to amend 
the original bill by striking out all the original after the enacting clause 
and substituting his bill. The amendment was further amended, Febru- 
ary 10, and passed by a vote of 39 to 38. Upon being engrossed and 
read a third time, it lost 14 to 63. 

“Duff Green’s Memorial tendering to Congress an argument and sta- 
tistics on the subject of finances. It was read and laid on the table. 
Mr. Gartrell presented the argument, etc., tendered by General Duff 
Green. It was moved that the House refuse to receive the argument, 
but the motion failed to pass. 

“sImpressment bill. Mr. Lyons of Alabama moved to amend the orig- 
inal bill by substitution for all except enacting clause. Before his 
amendment was considered the House heard a motion to reconsider a 
bill which the Senate had passed. The motion to reconsider was lost, 
the House adjourned. The following day the original bill, various 
amendments having been voted down, passed with very little change. 
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& sent some packages by Nelson home today. At night reed letters 
from home. All well up to 15 Jany. Thank the Lord. 

Friday 13th In the House the Impressment bill came up, was 
considered & passed. J voted for it. Graham & I walked out on 
Bambles Hill.** Called on Mrs. Foote at night. (In the House a 
bill was passed giving soldiers $8 for commutation for deficiency 
in rations. ) 

Saturday 14th House not in session today. At night the Texas 
delegation supped at the Texas hospital by invitation, 

Sunday 15th Heard an excellent sermon from Rey. Dr. Selwin 
on the Providences of God. Dined at Mrs. Worthams. Judge 
Gray quite unwell. Day wet & unpleasant. Feel very stupid & 
sleepy tonight. 

Monday 16th House pased a bill giving Secy Treasury author- 
ity to issue bonds.'** Considered the bill to fund the Currency. 
I introduced a bill to postpone the time as to Trans-Mississippi to 
1st Sept.—failed, but on motion the general time was postponed 
from Ist July till Ist Aug. Did not finish the bill. 

At night met Q.M. Com. Heard from home to 19th & 25th 
Jany. Thank Heaven all well then. 

Tuesday 17th Threatened with a headache. In the House 
some N. Carolina resolutions were discussed by Gaither & Lander.*** 
The bill to fund the Currency taken up. Johnson of Va.'*? made 
a long speech. 

Wednesday 18th Wrote to E & A last night. In the House 
today passed a bill giving the rank, pay & allowances of a Brig. 
Genl. to the Q.M. Gen. (I voted for it.) The bill providing e 
reward for arresting deserters came up & after some discussion was 
postponed by the call for the order of the day—the bill to fund the 


™Gamble’s Hill is at the foot of Third and Fourth Streets. It is a 
steep hill overlooking the James River and Belle Isle. On the highest 
part stands a cross to mark the spot where John Smith landed, June 
10, 1607. 

Bill giving Secretary of the Treasury authority to issue bonds. These 
bonds and certificates of stock were to bear interest “payable semi-an- 
nually, at the yearly rate of 8%, for such amount as may be required 
in exchange for all Treasury notes which are now fundable in 8% bonds, 
and also to pay for any subscriptions to the produce loan which may 
remain unpaid after exhausting the 100,000,000 loan.” The other 3  see- 
tions of the bill having been considered and amended, the bill passed. 

“Gaither (M. C.), Burgess C.; North Carolina; 1862-1865. Lander 
(M. C.), William; North Carolina; 1862-1864. 

“Johnson of Virginia—Robert Johnston; 1862-1865, 
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Currency which was discussed by Baldwin of Va. & Dargan of 
Ala.'** Dargan made a very strange speech—wants the Treasury 
notes made a legal tender yet says he cannot vote for it because he 
believes it unconstitutional. Is willing that Congress shall do it 
but thinks it a violation of the Constitution. Strange position for 
a Legislator. 

Thursday 19th In the House passed a bill to prevent frauds 
in the Quartermaster & Commissary departments. (I for it.) 
Discussion continued on the Currency bill. Foots made a scathing 
speech against the Com. of Ways & Means but did not touch the 
bill. 10 or 12,000 troops passed thru the City—destination un- 
known. Took tea with Mrs. Motley.**° 

Friday 20th In the House discussed the bill to provide for 
arresting deserters, but did not determine it. I voted for the 
amendment providing for putting officers on the same footing with 
privates as to arrest for being absent without leave. Bill to fund 
currency**’ discussed in secret session. House bill laid aside & 
Senate bill taken up. Met Q.M. Committee at night. 

Saturday 21st Texas Brigade passed thru the city. Saw many 
friends & acquaintances. In the House passed a bill reorganizing 
the navy.*? In secret session Perkins and others presented a pro- 
test against the act authorizing a foreign loan. An important 
question arose as to their right to have it entered on the journals. 
I voted to receive it as a matter of Courtesy not as matter of right. 
On question of intrigues the journals not yet decided. Snowing 
at night, while the morning was balmy as spring. What a climate. 

Sunday 22nd Snow 6 inches deep & still falling this morning. 
Had to wade to breakfast. Conversed most of the morning with 
G & G. In the afternoon rode out in a sleigh to see the Texas 
Brigade. Found the boys well & cheerful. Took tea with Mrs. M. 


“Baldwin and Dargan. See above, notes 108 and 97. 

“Mrs. Motley—See note 99. 

Bill to fund currency. In Secret Session the House resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole to consider the bill, and came to no con- 
clusion. The following day, February 17, the same procedure was fol- 
lowed with the same result. Feb, 18-19 the same thing occurred. On 
February 20 an amendment to the original funding bill was laid on the 
table. 

™Reorganizing the Navy. On February 19, upon the motion of Mr. 
Hodge, the bill for the establishment and equalization of the grade of 
officers of the Navy of the Confederate States, and for other purposes, 
was made a continuing special order from day to day, until concluded. 
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Monday 23d Met the Committee on Commerce. Snow still on 
the ground—whiteness dazzling. In the House discussed the de- 
sertion bill?®* & the Currency bill. No vote on either. Curry*** 
commenced a good speech but was cut off by the 30 minute rule. 
Became provoked at the House for not rescinding it. Wrote to 
E at night. 

Tuesday 24th In the House the Currency bill was discussed 
without my vote. Soldiers came in at night. Had a long con- 
versation with Judge Gray about the currency. It is a most 
troublesome question. 

Wednesday 25th In the House the bill to arrest deserters was 
tabled. I voted against tabling. Bill to fund currency still dis- 
cussed. Sam Willson’ & I dined together at a Restaurant ($10). 
Graham & I rode out to see Texas Brigade. Got covered with 
mud. Met T. M. Committee at night. 

Thursday 26th In the House thanks voted to Genl. Bragg’®’ for 
Battle Murfreesboro.*°* I voted in affirmative with many misgiv- 
ings. Did so only because Gen, J.E.J.1°" sent in orders that his 
conduct was good & his generalship able. Hodge made a strong 
appeal against him. The currency bill discussed again. Mr. 
Curry?’ made a most powerful argument against the legal tender 
proposition. At night heard Mr. Curry’s lecture on “Selfhood.” 
A very elaborate, learned & eloquent production. 

Friday 27th In the House the Currency question still dis- 


™Desertion bill. First presented February 18. It was laid on the 
table Feb. 25 by a vote of 51 to 31. 

“Curry (M. C.)—See above, note 98. 

Sam Willson—See above, note 92. 

»5, Battle of Murfreesboro. “Joint Resolution of thanks to Gen. 
Braxton Bragg and the officers and soldiers under his command for gal- 
lant conduct in the battle near Murfreesboro, Tenn.” was on Feb. 
24 read twice and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
Committee reported Feb. 26 that the resolution lie on the table. The 
eommittee reported also a “joint resolution of thanks to Gen. Braxton 
Bragg and the officers and privates composing the Army of Tenn. for 
their operations near Murfreesboro.” 

Substitute resolutions passed. On February 28, these resolutions 
passed: “That the thanks of Congress are due and are hereby tendered 
to Gen. John H. Morgan, officers and men of his command, for their 
varied heroic and invaluable services in Tennessee and Kentucky imme- 
diately preceding the battle before Murfreesboro, services which have 
conferred upon their authors fame as enduring as the records of the 
struggle which they have so brilliantly illustrated.” 

“General J. E. J. General Joseph E. Johnston, note 24. 

“Hodge. See above, note 136. Mr. Curry. See above, note 98. 
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cussed. Judge Gray!” spoke—became very much excited & spoke 
very earnestly. He was very feeble. How I sympathize with 
him. He was against the proposition to make Treasury notes a 
legal tender & was of course right. House passed a bill to aid 
committees of Congress in investigations & to punish false swear- 
ing before said Committee. 

Saturday 28th Act to authorize the President to suspend writ 
of Habeas Corpus introduced by Barksdale'*’—refused to suspend 
rules to put it on its immediate passage; referred to judiciary com- 
mittee. Resolution fixing 16th March as time of adjournment 
introduced & laid on the table. I voted to lay on the table. 
Clopton & Boyce’®t made good speeches. Nothing from home 
today. My last letter dated 25th Jany. Am anxious in regard to 
my dear ones. Graham & self were at a party late last night. I 
am sleepy tonight early in consequence. 

Sunday March Ist [1863] No letter from home. Am anxious 
about my dear ones. Heard Dr. Selwin'®? preach—an eloquent & 
feeling sermon—subject “trust in God.” Walked out in the after- 
noon which was most clear & beautiful. Went to Episcopal Church 
at night. G & I escorted Miss C., a very sensible & interesting 
woman. Wrote Anna a long letter. 

Monday 2nd In the House did nothing decisive. Bill to au- 
thorize the acceptance of 12 more men from Mo, & Ky. laid on the 
table. I voted to lay on the table because the Reps. from those 
states did not want the bill. Commenced voting on the currency 
bill. Voted No on the legal tender bill'** which failed. Voted 
for Boyce’s proposition to pay the interest on bonds hereafter to 
be issued in gold & silver or in cotton at coin prices. In the evening 

“Judge Gray, note 32. 

“Barksdale—See above, note 31. 

“Clopton (M. C.), David; Alabama; 1862-1865. Boyce—See above, 
note 134. 

Selwin—Unknown. 

“Currency and legal tender bills. The Currency problem in the South 
was critical. “The Confederate government aimed to meet the rising 
flood of war expenses with enormous issues of treasury notes. This pol- 
icy amounted to an exchange nominally voluntary, but in reality more 
or less forced by the government’s promise to pay, at first at a definite 
time with interest, later at an indefinite time and without interest, the 
notes which took the place of coin and other forms of currency. The 
notion prevailed that the promise of interest would make them (the 
treasury notes) attractive as an investment and keep them out of cireu- 
lation. In point of fact, this promise swelled the amount of currency 
afloat.’ (The South in the Building of a Nation, Vol. 5, pages 453-454.) 
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walked out. The day has been one of the loveliest I have ever 
known in Richmond. 

Tuesday March 3d 1863. In the House Kenan of Ga.’"* offered 
a resolution providing that nothing should be in order until the 
curency & tax bills are disposed of. I voted against it because I 
thought it was a trick to adjourn the House & compel us to come 
back here in June or July to which I am opposed. Currency bill 
came up ete. [ voted against the legal tender amendment. Voted 
also against the amendment of the Com. on Ways & Means to pre- 
vent funding entirely after a certain day. Voted or intended to 
yote against the bill on its final passing. Bill passed by large 
majority.'"°° Met T. M. Committee at night. With Geo. McRae 
went to supper & for the first time in my life saw the interior of a 
“cambling hall.” Saw no gaming—had a splendid supper. May 
God forgive me. I will never see another I am sure—certainly not 
voluntarily. I hardly went to this voluntarily as I followed Me 
without knowing where he was going. 

Wednesday 4th Corrected the journals this morning so as to 
make my vote appear truly on the currency bill. I voted No. 
House took up the tax bill but came to no vote execpt on Dargans'®® 
amendment to strike out “licensed” which prevailed. Gray moved 
to insert “taxed under this bill” which prevailed also. I voted for 
both so that a business or vocation may be taxed without requiring 
a license. At night reed a letter from E to Ist & 8d Feby. All 
well to that time, the Lord be praised. 

Kenan of Georgia—Augustus H.; 1561-1864. Owen R. Kenan was from 
North Carolina. 

*Amendment of the Committee on Ways and Means of funding cur- 
rency, March, 1863, through the further issuance of Treasury Notes. No 
conclusion reached. Final passage of funding of currency bill:—‘The 
two funding acts of Mar., 1863, and February, 1864, aimed to reduce 
the excessive issues, failed of their purpose, and the new issues allowed 


by these acts more than made up for the reductions.” (The South in 
the Building of a Nation, Vol. 5.) 


“Dargan, See note 97. 
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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
Bernardo de Galvez in Lowisiana, 1776-1783. By John Walton 
Caughey. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1934. Pp. xii, 290.) 

The book reviewed here is divided into two parts. The first, 
ealled “The Background,” contains three chapters which furnish 
an introduction to the main part of the book; the second, called 
“Galvez’ Administration,” covers eleven chapters which concern 
themselves with the general executive work of a man whose ac- 
tivity counted for much in the cause of American independence. 

The preface states that, as governor of Louisiana, Galvez “dealt 
with the regular problems of a frontier province, those of regu- 
lating trade, controlling the Indians, encouraging settlement and 
agriculture, and strengthening the military defenses.” Such were 
the normal duties of a Spanish colonial governor. But Galvez 
was governor during a time when Spain was at war with England 
in the “major contest in the series of international rivalries in 
colonial America.” During the first three years of his official 
tenure there was peace between Spain and England; nevertheless, 
Galvez used that time to lend “liberal assistance to the American 
Revolutionists . . . operating in the West.” The sixth chap- 
ter recounts the aid given the Americans during this period, and 
lists George Rogers Clark, Oliver Pollock, an interesting char- 
ter in trans-Allegheny history, and Bernardo de Galvez as the 
triumvirate to whom the honors are due for the success which the 
American Revolution had in the West. Willing’s expedition from 
Fort Pitt down the Mississippi is the subject of the seventh chap- 
ter and depicts James Willing’s descent upon Natchez to forestall 
if not destroy loyalist activity there, his seizure of certain Eng- 
lish loyalists, and his welcome in New Orleans by Galvez. The 
eighth chapter, entitled “Preparations for War,” is a prelude to 
Spain’s open warfare on the English in the struggle for the Mis- 
sissippi. This struggle had by 1781 become a “duel . . .  set- 
tled in favor of Spain” and made Spain dominant “on the east- 
ern bank of the Mississippi below the Ohio.” The incidents rela- 
tive to the capture of Mobile and Pensacola form the basis for 
a group of three chapters. As a reward for these accomplish- 
ments, Galvez was first made “Governor of Louisiana and Mobile” 
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and then governor of West Florida as well as of Louisiana, with 
the rank of lieutenant general and the permission to use “as the 
crest on [his] coat of arms the brig Galveztown with the motto of 
‘Yo Solo.” The last two chapters tell the story of the suppres- 
sion by Galvez of the rebellion in Natchez against Spanish au- 
thority, of the capture of the Bahamas, of the expedition to 
Jamaica, of Galvez’ appointment as captain general at Havana in 
1784, and of his appointment as viceroy of New Spain in 1785, 
Death claimed Galvez at the age of thirty-eight and ended a 
“meteoric career.” 

The book is a very careful, scholarly, and exhaustive treatment 
of the service of Bernarde de Galvez to his king as governor of 
Louisiana. It is well documented and shows a prodigious amount 
of research. Professor Caughey has written an interesting study 
about one of Spain’s most important colonial governors and has 
portrayed Galvez as a “contributor to the success of the American 


Revolution.” 
R. L. BreseEte. 


Czech Pioneers of the Southwest. By Estelle Hudson in collabora- 
tion with Henry R. Maresh. (South-West Press, Inc., Dal- 
las, Texas, 1934.) 

The book tries to tell us something about the Czech pioneers 
in Texas who became an important factor in the State’s develop- 
ment and progress but who, because of their typical Slavonic 
modesty, did not get the credit the pioneers deserve. It deals 
briefly with the history of Czechoslovakia and gives a very brief 
outline of Texas history and shows that the first footprints of 
Czech pioneers are in the earliest years of Texas history. It is a 
monument which shows their industry and perseverance. They 
were among the first settlers and came before and after the revo- 
lution in 1848 in Austria, mostly because they were persecuted 
by the Austrian government. With their pride, wonderful his- 
tory, courage and passionate desire for freedom they settled in 
Texas and helped to make our Texas history. Today we num- 
ber more than 300,000 citizens of Czech origin in Texas and they 
are mostly from the pioneer stock whose courage overcame the 
obstacles of the wilderness. Their blood has enriched the State 
as the author says: “If Texas is great today after a century of 
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development, the large population of ‘Texas-Czechs helped to 
make it so.” The Czech pioneers, mostly well-to-do in the old 
country, brought with them money and the desire to own land 
and to cultivate it. They bought land, worked hard and after a 
time they bought more and became land-owners and developers 
of the State. They labored for the future generations. ‘The 
spirit that lived in the pioneers still lives in their children, even 
to the fourth generation. 

The first Czech pioneers came to Texas not with the idea of 
material gain, but rather to have the privileges and rights of 
the American Constitution. Whole communities in ‘Texas were 
founded by Czech emigrants, who came seeking freedom. The 
early Czech settlers suffered all the hardships and privations of 
pioneer life. They built log houses and planted corn and cotton. 
Wolves were plentiful and made constant depredations on the 
sheep. The Czech women were successful in raising tobacco 
which they sold to the American women in exchange for cloth. 
The children of this generation may look back with pride to their 
ancestors. 

During the Civil War Czech women did all the farming. They 
were not able to produce good crops as their strength was not 
sufficient to cope with the hard, dry prairie soil. If they were 
fortunate enough to make a few barrels of corn, this was taken 
by the soldiers to feed horses. If anyone had cattle, the soldiers 
slaughtered them for food without asking. With the aid of 
Springfield rifles women protected their families and especially 
the girls against the aggressions, insults, and assaults of white 
degenerates who were very bold in their attitude toward these 
people, whom they called “the foreigners.” With the close of the 
Civil War, Czech pioneers were again looking to the future for 
better days. 

The book contains biographical sketches of many Czechish 
pioneers in Texas, among them Dr. Antonin Michal Dignovity, 
Rey. Arnost Bergman, Jan Reymershoffer, Augustin Haijdusek, 
Josef Shiller, Jan Havlik, and Vaclav Matejovsky. In the course 
of these sketches the author has contributed many glimpses of 
picturesque pioneer customs and ways of living. 

Czech pioneers brought with them many Czech books. Josef 
Holec, who came to Texas in 1848, played an important part in 
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the development of early education in the State. Unable to make 
a living from school teaching and preaching, he planted a vine- 
yard. In 1859, Josef Masik began teaching in the Czech lan- 
guage at Wesley. This place, in Washington County, holds the 
distinction of having had the first Czech reading club in the 
State, founded in 1867. In 1915 the Czech language was made 
a part of the curriculum of the University of Texas. On Octo- 
ber 23, 1909, the sons of Czech pioneers organized the Czech Club 
of the University of Texas. In 1855, the first Czech Evangelical 
Church was built in Fayetteville. In 1872, the Czech Catholic 
pioneer priest, Josef Chromcik, came to Texas. 

Today, sons and daughters of Czech pioneers look to their old 
country with love and native pride, but to Texas they give their 
life, and their love and loyalty as citizens. 

Epwarp Micex. 


Checklist of Southern Periodicals to 1861. By Gertrude C. Gil- 
mer, Professor of English, Georgia State Woman’s Col- 
lege at Valdosta. (The F. W. Faxon Company, Boston, 
1934. 128 pp., map.) 

The purpose for which this list was prepared “is a history of 
Southern literary magazines.” Seven hundred and _ fifty-seven 
titles are recorded. Two-thirds of this number was compiled from 
the Union List of Serials and its two supplements. Sifting out 
500 titles from among 100,000 was no small task. Two hundred 
and fifty titles here listed do not appear in the Union List. Pre- 
senting this regional material in separate handy form as this vol- 
ume does is a help to everyone who has to deal with it. The 
titles are arranged (1) in one alphabetical list, (2) listed by 
States, and (3) listed by years when they began. The map shows 


the number of periodicals published in each city. 
KE. W. W. 


AFFAIRS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The Association’s annual meeting will be held in Garrison Hall, 
University of Texas, Austin, May 3 and 4, 1935. 
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Brown, T. J., 4, 6. 

Browning, J. N., 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, re- 
turned to House, 11; attitude toward 
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Cos, Martin Perfecto de, 184, 185, 187, 
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Crimmins, M. L., 28, 76. 
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Debo, Angie, 72, 229. 
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Dills, Lucius, 10, 20. 
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ties with Mexican politics, 93; death, 
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Micek, Edward, 305. 

Mier Prisoners, 247; release of, 252. 
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Milam, Benjamin Rush—Continued. 
inted agent of Wavell, 105; trip to 

England, 107; engagement to Annie 
McKinney, 106; difficulties over slave 
question, 107; over Indian ques- 
tion, 108; trip to Mexico, 109; 
to England, 109; mining contract, 
109; efforts to sell colony in Eng- 
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effect of Law of April 6, 1830, upon, 
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weakness of, 253; 256. 

Santa Anna, Napoleon of the West, re- 
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Sharpe, Dr. Redford, 31. 

Sheridan, Phil, 42, 44. 

Sherman, W. T., 236. 

Sibley, Major Henry Hopkins, 136. 

Sibley, John, 160. 

Silent Years in Texas History, 122. 

Slavery Propaganda during the Mexican 
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Slavery, attitude of Mexico toward, 
108; of press toward, 240, 241; un- 
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Smith, Erastus, 194. 

Smith, Henry, 181, recommendation con- 
cerning land titles, 182; 199. 

Smith, John L., 268. 

Smith, John W., 194. 

Smith, Persifor F., trip through Texas, 
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Smither, Harriet, 53, 149, 213. 
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Somerville, Alexander, 189. 
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Sublett, Philip A., report on attack 
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253. 
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